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A Letter from the Commanding General to the Fam1hes of our Sailors and Marines deploying to

the Middle East. g b
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We are returning to Iraq. None of us ’g;ef‘mrder any illusions about the challenges that
await our troops there. We also know the unders anxiety that will be felt by our loved
ones when we deploy. We are going by o , all of us, reinforced by our faith
and friendship, and together overcome every drfﬁculty will not be easy but most things in life
worth doing don't come easily.

Our country needs us in the truggle to put lraq back on its feet. Our enemies are
watching, betting their lives and thei.plans on America not having the courage to continue this
fight. Our Sailors and Marines, reinforcing the Army and our many allies' forces already in Iraq,
will prove the enemy has made a grave mrstake ‘As the Division goes back to this combat zone,
your loved ones will need your spiritual support 50 they can focus on their duty.

Our Family Readiness Officers and Key»Volunteers stand ready to keep you fully
informed. Our Marine Bases have suppor cres,wh , you will find, can provide the tools to
deal with every challenge you may face. ‘We will come through these times - seeing one another
through, looking out for each other - wit engthened, our faith stronger, our
i ' casy for anyone. But, we must

ms, dismiss the wildest rumors, and
munication and trust, we will
silience during deployments to

recognize that together we can withstand
overcome any crisis in confidence. Togetl
remain the team that so recently succeed
Afghanistan and Iraq. :

Let us know your questions so w
faith and share both your calm strength :

. Most importantly, keep the
other and with the American
and Marines; we know that our
/e are equally proud of

you; remember that you are. s we go back into this

brawl and that we will stick to
God bless you all. |




