The following is an email sent from the frontlines in Western Iraq from

General Mattis, the Commanding General, to Mrs. Karen Kelly, the Division KVA.

6 April 2004

Dear Karen:  

Wanted to provide you some information in our attempts to keep you and our ladies informed.  The days fly by out here, and for all the improved living conditions compared to last year's deployment into Iraq, the tempo of our operations across our far-flung area is consistently high.  That said, if there is one message that I need to convey, it is the unrelenting high spirits of our Sailors, Soldiers and Marines.  They are undeterred by the harshness of the fighting and the casualties amongst their comrades.  They clearly convey a greater appreciation of their life and of the love that they share with their families, that does so much to sustain them as we move forward in this test of wills between us and the enemy.  The connection with home -- with their reasons for being here now engaged in this fight -- are seen in the pictures of you, their wives, children, siblings, parents and friends that they carry in their helmets, pockets, notebooks and Bibles.  Their faith remains strong and serves as the bulwark that it always is, and their humor is clearly intact as their smiles greet me on my rounds.  While they dearly miss home, the already strong bonds with each other out here have grown even stronger, and together we will come through all this.

Our operations have seen many successes, from 7th Marines' dispersed units across the western desert and along the Euphrates River, to the provincial capital of Ramadi, and even into the contentious eastern zone where the elements of 1st Marines move against the enemy strengths in Fallouja and adjacent areas.  The casualties have been heartbreaking, yet nothing is weakening our Marines' resolve.  Daily we grow stronger and the enemy grows weaker.   In the complex environment in which we operate, the Marines' generosity of spirit, their guardianship of their buddies, and their steadfastness in the face of adversity are the things that will ultimately build our families, our communities and our Nation into even greater examples of all that is good.  

The character of these fine young warriors is something to behold as I get to see each day.  Yet I recognize that you don't get to see this reassuring presence and the best I can do is to try to articulate their strengths with these few awkward words.  I hope that you hear from your loved ones through letters or maybe e-mail or perhaps an occasional phone call so you can know what I see every day.  

The enemy has surged recently, and the alarm in the newspapers and on TV that accompanies such activities must be very worrisome to you and to all our families.  Rest assured that there is no pressure on us to act hastily or move faster in our operations than we believe is prudent -- no one is pushing us to do things that require us to sacrifice good judgment.  We are methodical in our approach, first getting the best possible information, then setting up the best possible support for each operation, and only then prosecuting our mission, but with keen attention to any possible enemy surprise.  Coupled with the prayers and support of you at home -- you who represent to us what really matters in this world -- we could not be in better company as we fight.  

Please take care of each other and know that our high spirits and deepest prayers are with every one of you.  Please give my best to all the ladies back there and tell them I cannot thank them enough for all that they have done for us.  

Sincerely, Jim
