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    Family Gram

CAMP FALLUJAH, IRAQ

General Conway

When you mention extended deployments I assume that you were referring to the extension of 1st Armored Division in Iraq (the Army unit scheduled to go home this month). I am not aware of any move afoot to extend our Marine units. That said, I recognize that our ladies probably see us in three groups: 
 the two UDP battalions in one group with July the anticipated month of return due to their deployment to Japan last December; 
-- the infantry, reconnaissance, light armored reconnaissance, artillery and associated units that comprise most of our maneuver forces in the second group; 
--and the Division HQ Bn and Regimental HQ (1st & 7th Marines) in the third group, on one year tour lengths. 
Currently we have no information that our Marines will be extended and you will know immediately if I hear anything about this. There is a great potential for rumors and I will try to keep you rapidly and fully informed about any projected or anticipated tour extensions.
Thanks for all the attention that you and the ladies are giving to our wounded as they return. We are fortunate beyond words to have so much support "above and beyond the call of duty" from our ladies. The young men returning home, too, have very well received the warrior rooms. I have heard from many of the young guys and they want to come back out here -- they seem to have irrepressible spirits and there is no doubt in anyone's mind that the welcome you ladies have given to them, and the efforts of their commands to receive them and to care for them, have had enormous impact on their physical healing as well as on their spirits. Many of the young guys have been through very difficult circumstances and nothing can do so much for them as the personal touches that you all are providing. Please tell every member of your wonderful team how proud I am of them and how much I am in their debt for their selfless support of our injured lads.
Here is some information that may assist you in keeping our ladies informed. Since I last wrote, the enemy had risen up strongly. Our Sailors, Soldiers and Marines working vigorously against them have now effectively checkmated them -- the last several days have been quiet (quiet for Iraq, that is -- it's never all that quiet out here). The troops are pretty spread out dealing with the enemy, and our air support and medical support remain very strong. That said, the enemy's attacks on our supply lines may have us eating MREs for a short period, but aside from making us miss home cooking even more, this won't be a problem even if we have to eat our least favorite food.... Unfortunately, we did lose one truckload of mail reroute to the Division (caught on fire), so some of us won't receive mail that you all sent to us. I know that the letters will keep coming from home and they remain the high point of everyone's day out here, so we will overcome that loss.

The Commandant and Sgt Maj of

 The Marine Corps

Visits Camp Pendleton on May 6th.   

· Address the families of I MEF (deployed or not deployed).  
· Meeting will take place 1215 to 1315 at the Camp Pendleton Base Theater 
· It is important that you arrive at least 15 minutes early for security reasons. 
·  Childcare will not be provided for this event.
IMHG Fun Day

Saturday, May 15th

2 pm – 6 pm at Abby Reinke Center

Jumpy

Crafts for father’s day Cards

Dunk tank

Puppet show 

Other activities & DINNER

Come and meet other families with IMHG

Call for directions 760-763-0649
Family Gram, Camp Pendleton, CA

I know the second deployment and the redeployment for Operation Iraqi Freedom-II may seem to be in the distant future, but in reality it is fast approaching.  For those of you who have a Marine or Sailor deploying, now is the time to prepare yourself and your family.  For those of you who will have a Marine or Sailor returning on the scheduled rotation, late June and early July is when you will need to start prepare yourself and your family for the return/reunion of your Marine or Sailor.  During any deployment and post deployment, the emotional cycle that you, your family and your Marine or Sailor go through is tremendous.  To help all involved better handle and cope with this emotional rollercoaster, I MHG will conduct Pre-deployment Family Briefs and MCCS Family Team Building will conduct Return/Reunion Briefs.  Please look for the schedule of these briefs in the next newsletter and start preparing for the deployment and redeployment.

Col Kauer  

Marine & Family Services web cite: www.mccscamppendleton.com 
Jim McDaniel Information and Referral Coordinator 

· Marine and Family Services, MCCS Bldg 13150
· (760) 725-6090 or (760) 725-3400              

· (800) 253-1624 

A MUST READ!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

There is a savings program available referred to as the “J” allotment. Folks, if you can,

you need to get involved in this. This is a savings plan that pays 10%!! WOW!!

Qualifiers for the plan are:

Your Marine must be deployed and in at least thirty days. The non-allocated funds can

be directed to the “J” fund, up to $10,000.00 dollars, this account is in force up to ninety

days after your Marine comes home. A unbelievable opportunity. The point of contact

for us is Cpl. Catacata, Group Personnel Admin Center, (GPAC), his phone is (760) 763

– 2349. I had called and asked him if we could all “come on down” and hand him

$10,000.00, but I don’t think he thought I was funny. If your Marine has already

deployed, you will need your power of attorney.

“Q & A?” Section

Question:

  My car broke down and I don't have $2000 that the repairs will cost.  What should I do?
Answer:  

Navy - Marine Corps Relief Society can help with vehicle repairs 
necessary for the safe operation of your PRIMARY transportation (families 
with more than one vehicle need to show that they require a second vehicle). Mainside 725-5337
Have questions? Ask Colonel Kauer.

Submit to IMHG’s KVC 760-763-4785

crawfordl@i-mef.usmc.mil
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GySgt. Drzewiecki and his groupies
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Sgt. CortesTorres on a break, posing for the camera
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LCpl Williams

Send In Photos From Your Marine Too: crawfordl@i-mef.usmc.mil
MHG Spreads Good Faith

CDR Emilio Marrero, Jr., CHC, USN

We went into an Iraqi village just south of our camp with four vehicles. The village is probably as large as the 1st MEF and I MHG work area but definitely not as developed. Consider that there are a few clusters of small brick ranch houses on the same amount of property with raggedy shacks and farm equipment stacked up. It is very much like what farms in the US probably looked like in the 1920s. 
When we first pulled into the village it was obvious that the people were very cautious and apprehensive. Some smiled as we pulled up but you can tell it was a reserved approach - the children stayed close to their homes, and of the many waves I put out to greet people only about 3 were returned. We pulled into the Sheiks area and were received by the men of the village. The little boys were allowed to mill around us and watch closely while all the women were hidden towards a house in the back with all the little girls. 

The first order of business was to meet the Sheik and his men and have them sit with the XO, Doctor Benjamin, a couple of lawyers who came with us to settle some claims and myself. The village has suffered some losses due to acts of war. To my understanding a man had approached too fast upon a checkpoint and his truck was shot and he was killed - he left a wife and 14 children behind, another family in the village had their house bombed to rubble at the onset of the war last year by a U.S. warplane and they were living out of what seemed to be their tool shed, and the village had not been able to work part of its field because it was too close to the base so they lost revenue over this. 

Our mission in part was to verify the damages and provide each situation with a compensatory relief as a sign of good faith - overall over $10,000 in cash was distributed and claims were collected for future disbursements. The original intent was to do this while the doctor provided care and I gave out my Project Handclasp supplies and reviewed the school - however once we got involved we realized that part of the team would have to drive far enough away within the village that it would leave the Dr. Benjamin and I exposed with just a few Marines for cover, it was deemed too dangerous at this point so the XO decided we should stick together. We did not set up the medical clinic (it was disappointing but its something we can do at another time in the future) and we accompanied the team to each site. 

At each site I gave out little bags of candy and toys that a friend, Becky at Del Mar housing, had collected for us. The entire village had goodies - they smiled from ear to ear and kept coming back for more each time declaring - Hadiyah!! Hadiyah! (gifts) and Give me! in broken English as they stuffed the candy into their smiles.   

At one point they spotted a handful of soccer balls in the Humvee, which were designated for the school. Soon they all wanted soccer balls. They became almost belligerent - begging for the balls. These kids love soccer. They didn’t understand the concept that we would give it to the schools and they could share there. They each wanted their own. This is a regular occurrence – it is evident that they don’t believe that another opportunity will present itself so they become insistent as a result of their lack of hope. 

Through this process I got to meet one of our interpreters who came and she helped me to convey to the children that this was just the first of many visits. She is an Iraqi citizen who is contracted to work with us. It’s interesting because the senior interpreter is also an Iraqi who left Iraq when he was 18 and lived in London for a while and then the states. He deals with the Sheiks and the men of the village when we talk of those things. Meanwhile the lady goes off and deals with the women and girls off to the side. Then when we shift gears and deal with the kids Laith, the male interpreter, doesn’t get involved and allows her to come over and deal with school issues and kids. There is a real separation of sexes and labor here. In the village the women and girls were never allowed to come near us - it was more separatists then even in Babylon where at least the little girls were allowed to come and interact with us when we distributed candy and gifts. 

In the end we were running out of time and we did not have time to formally set up a process to give away everything we brought so we transferred all of the boxes out of my truck and into the Sheiks truck. He promised he would distribute everything to the children while they were in school the next day - it was a good plan because it would surely be more orderly, though not as much fun for us. In the end we gave them over 400 stuffed animals, 300 friendship bags with toiletries, some children's Tylenol, skateboards, baby wipes and school supplies - the good thing is that it was a lot but it hardly made a dent in our supplies – thanks to Project Handclasp.
 

The reward for all of this, as sporadic as it was, is that as we were pulling out of the village in the evening the men were smiling, the kids were waving and a bridge had been built. Hope here is measured in small quantities but it was wonderful to know that just a spoonful of good faith brought smiles and hopefully a bit more trust. I look forward to returning. 

The last thing we discussed was that hopefully the word will get out and we can begin to visit the other villages in the area. It was a good day for MHG and I hope we all get a chance to do more of this.
Chaplain Marrero
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