Only 87 days until the 2004 General Election!

File your Absentee Ballot Requests by August 18, 2004
Registering to Vote

The following message is provided to inform all I MEF Marines and Sailors how they can register to vote and receive an absentee ballot from their state. 

Absentee Ballot Request

How to Do It -- Vote Absentee!  If you are unable to register at your home of record or are away from your state polling place.  File a request for an absentee ballot.  Your state election officials will then send you official voting material and Absentee Ballot that allows you to vote in your state.  An Absentee Ballot Request (which is a simple post-card) needs to be signed and sent to your state election offices.  An Absentee Ballot Request (postcard) can be obtained at the I MEF Headquarters Legal Office.  Send a section representative and distribute the cards to your Marines and their families.  This post card is postage paid and requires no stamp.
Should I Have My Spouse Request an Absentee Ballot?

YES and especially if he/she agrees with your political views.  You can pick up a Absentee Ballot Request (postcard) for your spouse at the I MEF Headquarters Legal Office.

Can I Register or Request an Absentee Ballot  On-Line?

The On-Line Version of an absentee ballot request is an alternative to the cardstock Federal Post Card Application (FPCA), but only allows you to download the form and print it out.  You'll still have to sign it and mail it to your state election office. 

This on-line form is accepted by all States and Territories except American Samoa and Guam. If you send it to American Samoa or Guam, the form will not be processed.  The form is in Adobe Acrobat format and can be filled in on-line, printed out, signed, dated, placed in an envelope with proper postage and then mailed to the appropriate Local Election Office.  

If you print out a blank form, you must then complete the form on a typewriter or print with blue or black ink. Once completed, you must sign and date the form, fold it, place it in an envelope, affix proper postage and mail it to the Local Election Official.

Note: Unlike the postage-paid cardstock, users of the on-line version must affix postage on the envelope before mailing the form. The on-line version is only being provided as a convenience and as a time-saving alternative when you cannot get the postage-paid cardstock to your location and so that you will not miss the opportunity to register or make timely request for a ballot. You are entitled to get the postage-paid FPCA and you may request a copy from a Voting Assistance Officer.

Some Reasons Local Election Offices will be unable to process your absentee ballot request.


The post card was not completed correctly

The Local Election Office could not determine a voter's eligibility to vote because the voting residence address was incomplete, incorrect or illegible.


A current mailing address for the voter was not provided. 


The form was not signed and dated.


The form was illegible. 

Remember to send a new form in when you change your mailing address! 

Please open the following attached documents to find your State Election Office and state election dates.
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If You Have Any Questions, Contact Your Voting Assistance Representative.
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