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  With regards to the upcoming rotation, the two questions I have most recently received have been:  How will I be notified when and where to meet my returning Marine or Sailor?  and  Will my returning Marine or Sailor be given a 96-hour liberty period or allowed to take leave immediately upon their return?

    Because of Operational Security we cannot publish or divulge the flight schedules of regular military or military charter flights, until they have left Kuwait.  Additionally, because of the number of personnel returning during this rotation, we cannot personally call every family to let them know when their Marine or Sailor will arrive at Camp Pendleton.  If family members have been communicating with their Marine or Sailor, they should know within a day or two when they are scheduled to arrive home.  Family members can confirm this by calling the section the Marine or Sailor works for.  Because of unexpected delays and layovers, flights often do not arrive on schedule.  For updated information, within (12) hours of a flights scheduled arrival time, family members can contact the I MHG S-1 section during normal working hours at (760) 763-2692, or the I MHG Command Duty Officer during non-working hours at (760) 763-2693 or 212-0782.

     Once a flight arrives at March Air Force Base or Marine Corps Air Station Miramar, it takes approximately two hours to off load and process personnel for follow on movement.  The travel time from March and Miramar to Camp Pendleton is approximately one to one and a half hours.  Once Marines and Sailors arrive at Camp Pendleton they must turn in their weapon at the Armory, before they are bused to the family reception area.  Families are not allowed to meet Marine or Sailor at either March or Miramar.  Because of concerns for safety and security, family members are highly encouraged not to try to follow the buses with returning Marines or Sailors from March or Miramar.  Because of you anticipation, I know it will be hard not to run over to the Armory to meet your returning loved one, but for security reasons and the opportunity for all families to meet their loved ones at the same time, we asked that you wait for the buses to bring returning Marines and Sailors to the family reception area set up in the parking lot behind the I MHG Command building.

     Before returning Marines and Sailors arrive at the family reception area, they will receive a basic safety brief.  Upon reuniting with their family and friends returning personnel will be granted a 96-hour liberty period.  Upon completion of the 96, all returning personnel will be on a one week half day work schedule, during which they will check back into I MHG to ensure all administrative and medical requirements are completed, and to complete an operational pause / stand down.  During this pause / stand down returning Marines and Sailors will receive a Safety/Risk Management Brief that will include aspects of alcohol use, motor vehicle operations, and health and other general behavioral issues.  Additionally, they will receive a Post Deployment Transition Brief, that will re-emphasize information they were given in-theater during the Reintegration Brief, but this brief will be presented in a small group setting, 25 or less, and focused on available resources to assist individuals and families with transition.  Only after the completion of the one week half day work schedule, check-in and receipt of the two briefs, will returning Marines and Sailors be allowed to take leave.
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