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Family and friends of 2/7,

As will always be my first order of business, I want to pay honor and tribute to our men who paid the ultimate sacrifice while serving our country - - we will not forget; and our prayers continue with the families of our fallen:

Sgt Michael Washington

PFC Dawid Pietrek

PFC Michael Patton

LCpl Layton Crass


Capt Eric Terhune

LCpl Andrew Whitacre

HN Dustin Burnett


Sgt Matthew Mendoza

SSgt Chris Strickland

LCpl Ivan Wilson


Cpl Anthony Mihalo

LCpl Lopez-Castaneda

LCpl Toves



Mohammad Dawary (our interpreter)

"Greater love has no one than this; that one lay down his life for his friends” John 15:13

As I hope you all now know, we will be replaced by 3rdBn, 8th Marines, and that is very good news as they are a fine battalion.  They will deploy as the GCE of a Special Purpose Marine Air Ground Task Force (SPMAGTF), which means they are organized with a Command Element (CE), a Ground Combat Element (GCE), a Logistics Combat Element (LCE), and an Air Combat Element (ACE); in other words, they will deploy with a much larger force than we did (2/7 was just a GCE).  It is good to know that we will have such a capable team that will carry on and build upon the good works that our dedicated Marines and Sailors have started.

As a quick update, Task Force 2/7 has invested well over half a million dollars in projects thus far, and has another thirteen and half million dollars in projects pending; as you can see, once we got started, our influence and effect have increased exponentially.  These projects include building or fixing: schools, Mosques, culture center, wells, canals, drainage systems, detention facilities, and roads.  

We have created new venues for community communication by conducting a women’s only Shura (meeting) and a first ever teenager Shura; these forums allowed those “never permitted” voices to be heard, as well as provided job opportunities through “networking.”  In addition to our very successful MEDCAPs (Medical Civic Action Project) and our Humanitarian Assistance outreach, we have been conducting VETCAPs, where the locals bring in their animals for care.  We have also created radio shows that are broadcast from “mobile radio stations” and received on small hand-crank radios we have handed out.  This allows a largely illiterate population to remain informed and receive education.  And speaking of education, we are still conducting adult education classes in a couple of our districts.  Lots of good things going on besides having our way with Mr. Taliban.

Also on a positive note, the weather has finally turned and we are now more consistently below triple digit temperatures.  But that also means we now have to work towards winterizing our FOBs in preparation for the rainy season followed by the cold season; most of which will affect our replacements.

Please remember - if you have any questions about what’s going on, then ask your Key Volunteer.  They can answer just about any question or point you in the right direction.  One thing they cannot do is answer questions about casualties as they are not in the information chain.  Thanks to all our great volunteers!

Your Marines and Sailors continue doing everything right, above anyone’s expectations, and with untarnished honor - enough to make every American proud.  Their morale remains high, their focus clear, and they continue to whip the enemy every single day.        

As you’ve heard me say before and you know first hand yourself, we are blessed with a great battalion; and I say this with absolute sincerity. “Your husbands and sons are my personal heroes.” 

 Continue caring for one another, and I thank you for all that you do. We appreciate all the support we get from you back home.  You are some tremendous ladies, and I look forward to telling you that in person at our Birthday Ball in Laughlin, NV on 29 Jan.  

Stay strong, take care of one another, and God bless,

LtCol Rick Hall
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Injury Notification Information
Lately, there have been rumors about how the notification process is conducted, and many people have questioned why they were not notified of every injury to our 2/7 Marines.  I know that injury notification isn’t a topic anyone wants to think about; however, to avoid future confusion, it is important to understand the notification process.    

In the last year, things have changed and now all notifications are issued by Head Quarters Marine Corps (HQMC), Quantico, VA.  The RBE, FRO, and the Key Volunteers are NOT apart of the notification process.  The FRO receives word from HQMC once notification has been made. Further more, Key Volunteers are not told when an injury occurs - this would be a breech of the Marine and his family’s privacy.  The only way a KV will know about an injury is if the wife or family member of the injured Marine calls a KV for support and help. 

 Once HQMC notifies, many family members have expressed that they waited in fear for their Marine to call.  In a perfect world, the injured marine would immediately call home, but that does not always happen.  Sometimes, the phones are down or the Marine returns to work and might not call for a few days.  Please don’t sit and worry.  Call your KV or FRO.  

If your Marine is injured, then HQMC will contact the family member listed on the Marine’s RED (Record of Emergency Data).  If HQMC can’t reach the first person listed, then they will call the next person listed.  If you are vacationing, then know it is important to notify the KV or FRO of it.  If you move and your phone number changes, then have your Marine change his RED in country.

Some people have heard that the press is notified of Marine injuries before family members.   The press should never know of an injury before family members; but sometimes, it is not the case – and – it is not the fault of the KVN, FRO, or RBE.  If this situation happens to your family, then notify the FRO as there will be an investigation.

            Finally, some parents have expressed the need to know all casualties in 2/7, including injuries not related to combat.  To release information like this could prove very dangerous.  Our enemies are constantly monitoring events, searching for any and all information about our Marines.  Why place our Marines in danger?   If a Marine is injured, then it is his or his family’s choice to release the information.

            I hope and pray no one receives a phone call about your Marine being injured, but if any one of you do, then  I hope you now understand the notification process and, if needed, you reach out to your 2/7 family for help and support.
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Coordinator’s Corner
Dear 2/7 Friends and Family,

We are heading into the home stretch now.  Only a few more weeks to go before our Marines return.  Yippeee and uutt-oh!

Now the thoughts of “I only have a few weeks to lose 10 pounds, service the car, clean out the garage, paint two rooms, make my kids smart and well-behaved, and grow my hair five inches.”  Seriously - not possible.  If you haven’t done it in the last seven months, then you will not have it done in the next few weeks.  Resign yourself to that and look at the bigger picture – your Marine or Sailor is coming home.
If you are becoming concerned about it, then find the resources available to get to the root of the problem.  Attend some of the functions; there are some great stress relieving tools that we will offer in a workshop in the very near future.  Also, utilize you KV as far as keeping informed and using the resources that are here on base for us. 

Fondly,

Sue Cruz, KVC
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Memorial Plaque for Fallen Comrades
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On behalf of 2/7 Marines and Sailors, this plaque will be given to the families of the Fallen Marines and Sailors.

Donations are being accepted to help offset the cost of making the plaques. If you want to help by donations, then please contact Sue Cruz at or Courtney Hopkins.
If you have any questions concerning the plaques, then please contact Courtney Hopkins.

Each plaque is specifically made for the fallen comrade, displaying his specific awards. After the completion of the deployment, any excess monetary donations will be donated to the Wounded Warrior Foundation on behalf of 2/7.
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Fox Company
Fox Company spouses and family,

We have more confirmed good news; we now know 3/8 is the unit that will relieve us at the end of November.  The deployment is moving along rapidly as our days are very busy, though never quite fast enough, it’s nice to know that there will be only two more of these newsletters sent before we arrive home.

We have experienced tangible success this last month as our Marines in Musa Qualeh were able to turn over a police checkpoint to the Afghan National Police.  This is the first of small steps that we must take to begin to the turnover of the security back to the Afghans.  Today, it is a police checkpoint along a major road.  Next will be the Afghan Police taking over the entire city, district, and eventually province with our eventual goal to completely work ourselves out of a job.  

There is a long road ahead of us in Afghanistan, but your Marines and Sailors are making those crucial initial steps in assisting the Afghan people.  This is partly why it has been a tough go at some of the places we’re currently stationed; the initial steps in that long road to accomplishing our overall mission.  

A rough timeline has been established for returning to the states, but I will avoid publishing dates as we don’t want the enemy to know our movements.  We’re all looking forward to getting back to you all.

I can’t begin to say how proud I am of the Fox Company Marines and the families for working so hard and making so many sacrifices for our country and way of life.  Thank you. 

Semper Fi, 
Capt Ross Schellhaas
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Promotions for August

Sgt
Boudwin

Cpl  
Davenport


Pascale


Tritt


Vincent


Molesta

Mert Cpl Sept 2nd

Cpl 
Morales

Pufahl
Sniper serving with Fox Co

LCpl   
Kuzniar

PFC 
Trejo

New Additions to Fox Co and Family
· LCpl Kyle Page and his wife welcome their newborn son on 24 Aug 2008.  LCpl Page is a Combat Engineer serving with Fox Co 

· LCpl Andrew Tritt and his wife welcome their newborn daughter on 25 Aug 2008.

Reenlistments

· Sgt Halley for orders to Bridgeport
· Cpl Hebertson for orders to Bridgeport

· Cpl Dahl for orders to Bridgeport

· Cpl Kozisek for order to Quantico WTBN

· Cpl Tritt for orders to stay with 2/7

· LCpl Velazquez for orders to stay with 2/7
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H&S Company
Dear family and friends of Headquarters & Service Company,

H&S Company has expanded its numbers once again to include a much needed Route Clearance Platoon from 2d Combat Engineer Battalion based out of Camp Lejeune, North Carolina, an engineer support detachment from 7th Engineer Support Battalion based out of Camp Pendleton, California, additional Explosive, Ordnance, & Disposal (EOD) personnel, and a number of combat replacements who all selflessly answered the call to provide additional support to Task Force 2/7’s efforts in Afghanistan.  All of these personnel have found themselves immediately involved in operations and have not missed a beat since arriving.  H&S Company welcomes them all with the utmost appreciation and gratitude.

Although the company stays deeply engaged in ongoing operations we are also beginning to shift gears toward the retrograde process and our return home.  Our return home still remains months away, but this also increases the demand on our personnel to accomplish multiple tasks under critical timelines.

I thank all families and friends of H&S Company for your continued patience and understanding as we round the corner on our deployment.   As always, I would like to extend our most heartfelt thoughts and prayers to those families and friends of the 2/7 Marines we lost and who were injured during the battalion’s operations in the past months.

(Continues on page 6)
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If you have any questions or concerns, then please direct them to our H&S KVs for unit information and referral resources.

Thank you for the endless and dedicated support of the H&S Company as we continue our efforts in Afghanistan.

Semper Fidelis,

Captain Carlos R. Cuevas

Weapons Company
Hello to all,


I would like to begin by saying thank you, to all the friends and Family of Weapons Company for sending us some great care packages.  I know I speak for all the Marines when I say that opening one of your care packages makes one feel as if he is sitting under the Christmas tree at home on a chilly winter morning.  Thanks again and keep them coming, we really do appreciate them.

With regard to what we are doing, the company continues to perform its duties as a battalion asset by traveling across our area of operation to where the individual line companies need us most.  Late August to mid September was quite busy for us, but we wouldn’t have it any other way.  The more Weapons Company can do to support the battalion’s mission, the better.
With news of our relieving unit arriving soon, the remainder of the deployment will be dedicated to setting them up for success so that they can capitalize on your Marines’ great achievements.  With this article being in the October newsletter, let’s hope you will not have to read another because we should be home!      

Semper Fi

Major Urbano Cruz


Birthdays:
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LCpl Kenny Knapp October 2nd, LCpl Jacob Hughes October 3rd, LCpl Steven Espinoza October 7th, LCpl Elijah Austin October 10th, Sgt Eli Shaw October 11th,

LCpl Jorge Stewart October 15th, LCpl Robert Lemon October 19th, Sgt Jeffery Fowler and LCpl Kyle Howell October 20th,

Cpl Enrique Aguilar October 21st, Cpl Jason Karella October 25th,

Cpl Josh Asunto October 27th,

LCpl Albert West October 28th,
LCpl Michael Russell October 29th, and Sgt Derick Kincaid and
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LCpl Robert Perez October 30th.
Promotions:

Cpl Ray Alvarado August 2nd 
Cpl Kenneth Elliot September 2nd
Cpl Sergio Cuevas September 1st.
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Dear Salty Sally,

A friend of mine says that even when there aren’t any wars Marines still deploy.   Is that really true?

Wondering
Dear Wondering,

Yes, this is true.  The Marines are the 911 force for the world.  When they are not on a mission the Marines are training for one.  A big part of this training includes different deployments.  Some are seven month deployments on a UDP (Unit Deployment Program) or on a “float” with a MEU (Marine Expeditionary Unit).  Other deployments might be only six or eight weeks long during a work up for a deployment or a combined exercise with other units or services.   All the training should not be viewed as a bad thing; it is the training that makes the Marines ready for all…

Sincerely - Salty Sally
Dear Salty Sally,

My girlfriends and I were talking about the up coming election.  We have a disagreement on what the direct impact on our Marines will be when a new president is elected.  Can you shed some light on it for us?

In the Dark, 

2/7 H&S

Dear in the Dark,

Great question!  Many people believe that their Marines lives will significantly change in January with a new president - that may or may not be the case.  Let me explain, Marines go to wars, conflicts, humanitarian missions, deploy to train, secure boarders, or many other obscure missions.  Just ask a Marine: They do two things: 1) train Marines and 2) execute missions. This has not changed since 1775; and it will not change in 2009. There are several factors that determine who goes where and why.  There are high-level planners who know where every Marine unit is at any given moment and where they will need to be in the near and distant future.   These folks report to their higher chain of command, with the top of that chain being the president.  So, will your life change with a change in Commander and Chief; probably not.  The general pro-military or anti-military vibe and the ease of which programs for the military are funded and accepted may change.  It won’t change where, when, or how long our Marines are gone, but will make a difference on how well they are funded and the general atmosphere of the military community.  Stuff like re-enlistment bonuses, new housing, MCCS programs, $1 movies, cost of living raises are all things that are non-essential and can easily be cut from a budget of an anti-military leadership.

Sincerely - Salty Sally

Got questions about the Marine Corps?  Submit your question(s) to:  XXXXX and your question(s) will be forwarded to Salty Sally for an answer.  

The Final Inspection

~ Author Unknown ~
The Marine stood and faced God

Which must always come to pass

He hoped his shoes were shining

Just as brightly as his brass.

"Step forward now, you Marine,

How shall I deal with you?

Have you always turned the other cheek?

To My Church have you been true?"

The Marine squared his shoulders and said,

"No, Lord, I guess I ain't

Because those of us who carry guns

Can't always be a saint.

I've had to work most Sundays

And at times my talk was tough,

And sometimes I've been violent,

Because the world is awfully rough.

But, I never took a penny

That wasn't mine to keep.

Though I worked a lot of overtime

When the bills were just too steep,

And I never passed a cry for help,

Though at times I shook with fear,

And sometimes, God forgive me,

I've wept unmanly tears.

I know I don't deserve a place

Among the people here,

They never wanted me around

Except to calm their fears.

If you've a place for me here, Lord,

It needn't be so grand,

I never expected or had too much,

But if you don't, I'll understand."

There was a silence all around the throne

Where the saints had often trod

As the Marine waited quietly,

For the judgment of his God,

"Step forward now, you Marine,

You've borne your burdens well,

Walk peacefully on Heaven's streets,

You've done your time in Hell."
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To commemorate the event, Druids built huge sacred bonfires, where the people gathered to burn crops and animals as sacrifices to the Celtic deities.
During the celebration, the Celts wore costumes, typically consisting of animal heads and skins, and attempted to tell each other's fortunes.  When the celebration was over, they re-lit their hearth fires, which they had extinguished earlier that evening, from the sacred bonfire to help protect them during the coming winter.

By A.D. 43, Romans had conquered the majority of Celtic territory.  In the course of the four hundred years that they ruled the Celtic lands, two festivals of Roman origin were combined with the traditional Celtic celebration of Samhain.

The first was Feralia, a day in late October when the Romans traditionally commemorated the passing of the dead. The second was a day to honor Pomona, the Roman goddess of fruit and trees. The symbol of Pomona is the apple and the incorporation of this celebration into Samhain probably explains the tradition of "bobbing" for apples that is practiced today on Halloween.

[image: image43.wmf][image: image44.wmf][image: image45.wmf]By the 800s, the influence of Christianity had spread into Celtic lands.  In the seventh century, Pope Boniface IV designated November 1 All Saints' Day, a time to honor saints and martyrs.  It is widely believed today that the pope was attempting to replace the Celtic festival of the dead with a related, but church-sanctioned holiday.  The celebration was also called All-Hallows or All-Hallowmas (from Middle English Alholowmesse meaning All Saints' Day) and the night before it, the night of Samhain, began to be called All-Hallows Eve and, eventually, Halloween.  Even later, in A.D. 1000, the church would make November 2 All Souls' Day, a day to honor the dead.  It was celebrated similarly to Samhain, with big bonfires, parades, and dressing up in costumes as saints, angels, and devils. Together, the three celebrations, the eve of All Saints', All Saints', and All Souls', were called Hallowmas.
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Shop for Our Troops Drive

Submitted by Glenda Estes

2/7 spouses - Amanda and Jamee - along with Amanda's sister, Cindy, organized a "Shop For Our Troops Drive" in their home town of Orcutt, California,
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Amanda and Jamee sat for ten hours outside the store front of an Albertsons grocery store, asking for donations for care packages.  It was truly amazing to witness the support everyone has for our Marines and Sailors!  We heard stories from vets; we heard stories from people who hadn’t much money, but would buy one Slim Jim to support our deployed warriors.  It was a truly an amazing experience.

Glenda, Amanda’s mother, said, “I had to make several trips to our house to drop off items because we received so much!  There were several people who had tears in their eyes, expressing their appreciation for our Marines and Sailors, “Please let them know we appreciate what they are doing and we are praying for them.”

The final grand total was well over 180 bags of donated items and $2,004 in cash!  The money was used to ship boxes and to purchase more items - to ship!  We mailed over 109 care packages to our guys in 2/7!!!
“I'm so proud of these young women for all the care they put into organizing, packaging, and mailing of the boxes.”
One Proud Mom, Glenda
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From the Editor. . . . . 





Dear 2/7 spouses and families:


Wow…we’re in the homestretch…I can see ‘light’ at the end of the deployment tunnel!  Can you believe our Marines and Sailors will be home very soon?  And boy, am I glad, and so are my little ones, and the rest of my Marine’s family and friends.


This might be the time to consider making your ‘welcome home’ banners, posters, and signs – let’s completely cover that loooong chain link fence on Adobe Road – and then some!


	Continue to listen to the hotline or to read the web site for recent news and information.  Once the 2/7 KVN is notified of return dates, we will notify you.  Until then, be patient and do not spread rumors.  Continue to observe OPSEC policies.  We want our Marines and Sailors to have a safe return home.





Semper Gumby (Always Flexible),


Laure DeVincenzi-Nichols





THIS MONTH IN


MARINE CORPS HISTORY





COMPANY NEWS





Free to a good home…adorable dog needs a good home!


Call Kim for more information








Got Questions? Want Info?





Contact 2/7’s Family Readiness Officer


Sgt. Brad A. Covert


760-830-5580 (Work)





Call 2/7’s Hotline:


1-800-759-7602


(Press 2)





Visit 2/7’s web site:


www.I-MEF.USMC.MIL/DIV/7MAR/2BN








Congratulations Cpl Tritt!!!


What a month August was for you, and for our family as a whole.


Thank you for all you do for our family.


We love you and can't wait to be reunited. �








Halloween's origins date back to the ancient Celtic festival of Samhain.


The Celts, who lived 2,000 years ago, in the area that is now Ireland, Scotland, England, and northern France, celebrated their new year on November 1st.  This day marked the end of summer and the harvest, and the beginning of the dark, cold winter, a time of year that was often associated with human death.  Celts believed that on the night before the new year, the boundary between the worlds of the living and the dead became blurred.  On the night of October 31st, they celebrated Samhain, when it was believed that the ghosts of the dead returned to earth.  In addition to causing trouble and damaging crops, Celts thought that the presence of the otherworldly spirits made it easier for the Druids, or Celtic priests, to make predictions about the future.  For a people entirely dependent on the volatile natural world, these prophecies were an important source of comfort and direction during the long, dark winter.


(Continues on page 8)








COMPANY NEWS





Where to Spend Halloween…


Some places that may put you in the Halloween mood:





Transylvania County, North Carolina


Tombstone, Arizona


Pumpkin Center, North Carolina


Cape Fear in New Hanover County, North Carolina; and Cape Fear in Chatham County, North Carolina


Skull Creek, Nebraska














Halloween Superstitions


If you hear someone's footsteps behind you on the Halloween night, then you should not turn back because it may be the dead following you.  And if you commit the mistake of looking back, it is likely that you might join the dead very soon.


There is the old saying that "black cats are bad luck".  It was once believed that black cats were the devil, or consumed by evil spirits.


There is also an old saying "if the flame on your candle goes out on Halloween celebration; it gives you the meaning that you are with a ghost".


If you ring a bell on Halloween, then it will frighten evil spirits away.








Happy Birthday Daddy!�We miss you and are so proud of you!�Hurry home and take us fishing.�We love you oodles,��


October 10th 








Happy Birthday, Papa!


We love you and miss you!


We can’t wait to share with you what we know and what we can do!


Much love and kisses,


I Gemelli – DnA





October 13th














Because the end of the deployment is near, the 2/7 KVN suggests to stop mailing care packages, letters, etc. by mid-October.  We don’t know if the Marines will be moving from one location to another location in preparation for their return home; thus, we don’t know if their mail will follow them or be forwarded.  Any questions or concerns, please contact the FRO or your KV.





Happy 21st Birthday


LCpl Victor Contreras (Lencho)!!!


From mom, dad, and sisters -


God bless you and keep safe.


We are so proud of you!





September 9th 




















On October 1st, 1880 - John Philip Sousa was named leader of the Marine Band.





On October 7, 2001 - After launching from USS Peleliu (LHA-5) in the Arabian Sea, 15th Marine Expeditionary Unit (Special Operations Capable) secured two airfields in Pakistan a few hours before the first bombs were dropped on Taliban forces in Operation Enduring Freedom.





On October 9, 2001 - 15th MEU (SOC) moves ashore to Jacobadad, Pakistan for security/TRAP operations.





On October 17, 1814 - Marines and Sailors landed on Grand Terre Island, Louisiana to punish pirates.





On October 20, 1926 - President Calvin Coolidge ordered Marines to guard the U.S. mail.





On October 23, 1983 - 218 Marines were killed during the terrorist bombing in Beirut, Lebanon.





On October 24, 1915 - MCRD was moved from Norfolk, VA and established at Parris Island, SC.





On October 26, 1898 - Marine Barracks was established at Naval Station, San Juan, Puerto Rico.





On October 27, 1962 - The 2dMarDiv and 2d Marine Aircraft Wing deployed during the Cuban missile crisis.





On October 31, 1955 - Lewis B “Chesty” Puller, who earned five Navy Crosses, retired as a lieutenant general.





Dear Salty Sally





Lance Corporal Blankenship of Weapons Co fires his M249 Machine gun during a combat marksmanship program.
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“Trick or Treat!”


36.1  million - The estimated number of potential trick-or-treaters in 2006 - children 5 to 13 - across the United States, Of course, many other children - older than 13, and younger than 5 - also go trick-or-treating.





109.6 million - Number of occupied housing units across the nation in 2006 - all potential stops for trick-or-treaters. 











Jack-O’-Lanterns and Pumpkin Pies


1 billion pounds - Total production of major pumpkin-producing states in 2006. Illinois led the country by producing 492 million pounds of the vined orange gourd. Pumpkin patches in California, Ohio, and Pennsylvania also provided lots of pumpkins: Each state produced at least 100 million pounds. The value of all pumpkins produced by major pumpkin-producing states was $101 million. 








Happy 1st Anniversary LCpl Page!�I love you with all my heart


and I am patiently awaiting your return.


You are my everything and more


and I look forward to


many, many more anniversaries together.


No matter what distance


or how long you are gone,


I will always be right here


looking forward to the day


you come back home to me.


I love you sweetie!�


September 1st �





Happy Birthday Grandma Carol!


We all wish we could be there to celebrate with you!


We hope you have a great day!


Hugs & kisses,


J, R, R, J, H, S, J, L, M, & E!





October 21st











Marines of Weapons Co ensure that their sights are set.








Major Urbano Cruz of Weapons Co waits for the commands to move and fire while going through a combat marksmanship program.





READY FOR ALL . . .


		YIELDING TO NONE





Second Battalion Seventh Marines					  		 October 2008





Chief Warrant Officer Brett Turek of Weapons Co instructs fellow Marines on proper procedures on handling the M9 Service Pistol during a combat marksmanship program.





Do you want to wish your Marine or Sailor a happy anniversary?  Want to send a happy birthday wish to a child or a friend?  Have exciting news to share (promotions, births, or a child’s accomplishment)?  Got stuff to sell?  Please send all ‘shout outs’ and advertisements to � HYPERLINK "mailto:MissLaure03@aol.com" ��XXXXX�.





Shout Outs & Advertisements





Congrats Daddy Page!�I'm ready and waiting to meet you.


Mommy says I look just like you.


I love you so much.


Stay safe for me and mommy.


Your baby boy, �8lbs. 7oz 22'�


August 24, 2008





Happy 2nd Birthday, Elijah! With love from


Mommy, Daddy, & your older brothers and sisters.





October 17th 








Happy Birthday LCpl Cuevas from all of us back home!


Happy Birthday Daddy! ~ Can’t wait to meet you!


Your Baby��September 28th 





Happy Birthday Cpl Sean Cain!


Brandon missed celebrating with you this year.


Love ya,


Mom, Eric, and your brothers





September 4th





LCpl Tyler D. Hutchings


Happy 21st Birthday!!!


We love you!!!


Mom, dad, and your sisters.





September 23rd  





From the Desk of the Battalion Commander





Dates to Remember





October 2008


October 9th - KVN Meeting


October 13th - Columbus Day


October 13th – U.S. Navy Birthday


October 31st - Halloween
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