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13 March 2009

Dear Families,

Today marks the first month of my service to you and your Marine
or Sailor as the Commander of 2nd Battalion, 7th Marines. | have
committed my initial time to talking with the men as well as with local
families. | am hedging significant resources to reinforce the family
readiness program that was already a fortress through the battalion's
recent deployment to Afghanistan. In this letter to the greater family
circle of 2/7, | continue my pledge to keep taking care of families
right up there with taking care of Marines.

You are proud spouses, parents, or other loved ones that serve
as a source of strength to your son of 2/7. 1 will provide you with
information and assurance as the commander. You will find useful
information and additional contact numbers on our official website at:
http://www.i-mef.usmc.mil/div/7mar/2bn/. | encourage you to visit the
command post in Twentynine Palms to talk with me and the
Sergeant Major. And, | will assure you that before the battalion
deploys to fight for your freedom that it is trained and ready - right
down to each individual man.

| appreciate your partnership and support.

-0y

John M. Reed
Lieutenant Colonel, USMC
Commanding Officer

Semper Fidelis!




