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Family and friends of 2/7,

First, I want to pay honor and tribute to our fallen angels - - we will not forget:
Sgt Michael Washington

PFC Dawid Pietrek

PFC Michael Patton

LCpl Layton Crass

Capt Eric Terhune

LCpl Andrew Whitacre

HN Dustin Burnett

Sgt Matthew Mendoza

SSgt Chris Strickland
Mohammad Dawary (our interpreter)
"Greater love has no one than this; that one lay down his life for his friends” John 15:13
The work that they began we will continue and we will be successful.  And as the Echo Company Commander, Capt O’Donnell put it, “I am confident that this platoon remains fully operational capable and will honor Sergeant Mendoza’s memory by doing things the right way, the way he did.”  And that statement is true for all.

And please continue to pray for our wounded.


As you probably can imagine, because you know them, the men are doing incredible things.  They continually perform with a high degree of combat efficiency and conduct themselves with unblemished honor.  From running non-stop patrols to conducting endless re-supply runs, to disabling IEDs to providing care to wounded civilians; your guys are doing it all.  In most cases, the Marines experience some form of action every single day.  I say this not to alarm you but to point out that your Marines and Sailors are very well trained and extremely proficient in taking the fight to the enemy.  In every single engagement, we absolutely dominate.  Yes, this is a dangerous environment and we have certainly suffered casualties. But the actions, re-actions, and casualty care during and after a firefight is nothing short of amazing.  I have heard so many stories of Marines and Sailors doing the impossible with such courage that I fear we will become so busy that it is all lost and overcome by events, and hence my purpose in pointing this out now.  I am truly in the company of heroes.


We continue with our primary mission of training and mentoring police and now have four districts with trained Afghan National Police (ANP), with an additional 300 police still in training until the end of the month.  Despite what our mission statement says, the majority of time is really spent doing Counter-Insurgency Operations (COIN), and the Marines are really good at it.  In addition to hunting down Taliban and providing security to the people we spend a lot of our time helping to improve prosperity.


The Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Admiral Mullins, paid us a visit and recognized the importance of what we are doing - we are building the basic foundation of governance at the local level which ultimately will become an extension of national government.  He also recognized that 2/7 is on the leading edge of Counter-Insurgency Operations which is paving the way for future deployers.  He also wanted to emphasize the importance of our families back home and the sacrifices you make.  


So, we continue to improve our living conditions as well as the environment around us.  And although the quality of life has improved to some degree make no mistake about it, it is very rough living and the temps have consistently been hovering at around 115 (and no A/C).  However, given the dynamic nature of operations and the harsh conditions, morale continues to remain high which is a true testimony to our American frontier spirit and the support we continue to receive from back home.  Thank you.  We appreciate all your support, packages, and prayers.  


   As you may or may not know, King Leonidas of Sparta partially evaluated the 300 men chosen to accompany him to Thermopylae by the quality and character of their women (wives and mothers).  It is safe to say that the men of 2/7 would be counted as one among those 300.

And Key Volunteers, “THANK YOU LADIES!”

We truly have a great battalion and I am at a loss on how I might convey to you the courage and heart that the men exhibit daily; you just can’t put it into words - I’m in awe of them.

Continue to take care of one another, and I want to thank you again for all that you do.  

Stay strong, take care of one another, and God bless,

LtCol Rick Hall
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The gullibility of people remains constant.  Aren’t you amazed at what people will believe?  Just look at the headlines on grocery store tabloids: Cow Mattresses Help Cows Produce More Milk; Mom on Diet of Only Chicken, Lays Huge Egg; World War II Bomber Found on the Moon; Woman Gives Birth to Two Year Old Baby - Child Walks and Talks in Three Days; Adam and Eve’s Bones Found in Asia - Eve Was a Space Alien.  Those have actually been printed, read, and believed by gullible people (my Grandmother for example!).  And these same people have trouble believing in the transforming power of God. 

There is a story of an elderly lady who was greatly disturbed by her many troubles both real and imaginary. Finally she was told in a kindly way by her family, "Grandma, we’ve done all we can do for you.  You’ll just have to trust God for the rest."  A look of utter despair spread over her face as she replied, "Oh, dear, has it come to that?" 

2/7 family, I would say, "It always comes to that, so we might as well begin with that!"

[image: image23.wmf][image: image24.wmf]Do you have trouble with faith? Is it sometimes hard to believe God?  I’m not talking about believing in God, but believing God for His provision.  To walk by faith is not simply to believe in God, but rather to trust God for all of life’s needs. 

This is so important. It is important because we are engaged in the living of life.  And sometimes life is a struggle.  It may seem of late that it is especially a struggle.  But our choice is between being an undercomer, i.e., one who is under the circumstances, or being an overcomer, i.e., one who rises above the circumstances.  We can either be overcome or we can overcome. 

And sometimes that means you’ll have to take a risk by solely putting your trust in God, i.e. exercising your faith.  Faith is not walking only where you can see the way.  Sometimes faith means crawling out on a limb because that’s where the fruit is.  Never let the fear of failure or pain keep you from believing God or you may end up like Miss Jones. 

Miss Jones, an elderly spinster, lived in a small mid-western community.  She had the notoriety of being the oldest resident of the town.  One day she died and the editor of the local newspaper wanted to print a little caption commemorating Miss Jones’ death.  However, the more he thought about it, the more he became aware that while Miss Jones had never done anything terribly wrong, she had actually never done anything of note.  In despair, the editor decided to assign the task to the first reporter he came across.  The only fellow around was the sports editor, so he gave him the assignment. This is the result:

Here lie the bones of Nancy Jones.
Her life held no terrors.
She lived an old maid. She died an old maid.
No hits, no runs, no errors.

So as we consider our present condition and the recent losses within our family let me suggest several things that will allow you to have an overcoming faith:

[image: image25.wmf]Choose to believe God. 

Choose to place your faith in God’s transforming power. 

Choose to take an active step of faith based upon your trust in God. 

By faith we enter into God’s victory as we come to know God better. 

By faith we experience joy, comfort, and healing as we allow God complete control of our lives. 

It is this overcoming faith which pulls it all together. 

It is faith which makes the difference. 

It is faith which causes it all to work.

Someone who works in the field of Chemistry pointed out that if you mix hydrogen and oxygen, the well-known components of water, you get no reaction - and no water!  But if you add a small amount of platinum to this stable mixture, things begin to happen rather rapidly.  The hydrogen and oxygen unite and a chemical change occurs which produces H2O. 

Just as platinum is needed as a catalyst to achieve the desired result so faith must be present in our walk with God to pull together everything else we do.

My prayers are for you and may God bless each and every one of you - Chaps Hale +
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A Call from Amy Hall
 

I love our Marines!

 

As the months go by and we hear bits and pieces of what is happening in Afghanistan, I have to tell you how proud I feel.  Our Marines are really making a difference!  Not only are the Marines of 2/7 training the police, they are in villages protecting and helping the people.  Our press may not take notice of all of the good that has been done, but the people in Afghanistan know and they are grateful for our presence.

Even in the face of danger, our Marines do not stop, they do not give up, and their spirit can not be broken...Not very many people have that kind of resolve, or sense of duty.  Who can't be proud of that tenacity?

When someone asks me what my husband does for a living, I have to smile because unless they are a Marine wife or Marine family member they won't get it.  They don't know all the great things our Marines do.  So, I just say, “He’s a Marine - and I love the Marines Corps". 
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Coordinator’s Corner

Now that the true heat of summer is upon us and the second half of the deployment is still ahead of us, it might be useful to examine ourselves, take stock. There is still time to make some huge positive changes or to continue on the path to self actualization.

A personal mantra is an idea or expression that is repeated, eventually without conscious thought, or a description of how you want to be or live your life. This quote is seems to be a great mantra for a military spouse:

“Have courage for the great sorrows of life and patience for the small ones.”
Victor Hugo
I like this quote.  Courage and patience seem to be staples in the personalities of truly happily successful people.  I strive and often pray for both for you can never be too rich, too thin, or have too much courage or patience.

Another wonderful observation is the reality and necessity of daily tasks.  We have a personal and social responsibility to take care of our daily tasks, whatever they may be.  We do not live in a vacuum, nor should we be stagnant while we are practicing patience.  Work hard at your tasks so that you can be proud of a job well done, no matter how small the task.  This leads right into a good peaceful sleep.  If you are physically tired and mentally sound, then a peaceful sleep is assured.  We all have heard the saying, “Sleep well, America, my Marine has your back”.  We all need to know that God has their backs.  With that knowledge comes mental soundness.

If you do not have a personal mantra, then you might want to look into it.  If you have one, then it might be a good time to evaluate how you are practicing it on a daily basis.  Happiness, productiveness, and personal growth are wonderful things and a mantra can help you turn these big ideas into things you can do to live them daily which can lead to a more fulfilling life

If you have a personal mantra story that you would like to share with the rest of the 2/7 family, then email it to me and we will print it in a future edition of the 2/7 newsletter.

Attitude is everything.

Sue Cruz, KVC
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Fox Company
Fox Company spouses and family,

It has been a very challenging month since our last newsletter.  Your Marines continue to amazingly perform in some very difficult situations and have incredible success despite the challenging conditions.  The pace of operations has considerably accelerated and we are keeping very busy, both in operations and planning.  It would seem that we are halfway through our deployment at three and a half months, but please keep in mind the 24th MEU was just extended 30 days.  There is no word if we will be extended, but it must always be something we are planning for and not surprised by.  The nature and unpredictability of this war may bring about unforeseen changes.  As soon as I hear of anything, I will have the information passed through the KV network.

Your letters and packages go a long way for improving our morale, so please keep them coming.  In the near future, I will send out some pictures of one of our Camps to give you an idea of how and what conditions we live in; hopefully giving you a small, but better connection to your Marine.

Take care of yourselves and know that we miss you all. 

Semper Fi,

Capt Ross Schellhaas

Promotions for June and July

15 June:

HN3 Evan Carino

HN3 Joshua Hall

01 July:

LCpl Vernon Allison

LCpl David Chadwick

LCpl Noel Huerta

LCpl Jess Lietzau

LCpl Samuel Orlowski

LCpl Sean Pettit

LCpl Dayan Saenz

LCpl John Schrey  CEB attachment
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05 July

1st Lt Arthur Karell

Births

- Cpl Xavier Gonzalez and wife, are the proud new parents of a baby boy (CEB attachment)

- Cpl Micah Campbell and wife,  are the proud new parents of a baby girl.

Q/A:

Where are you in Afghanistan?
We are in Now Zad and Musa Qaleh districts (they are similar to a county in the US) in Helmand Province (similar to a state). We are in the northern part of the province, what I like to term the Foothills of the Hindu Kush Mountains. We are at about 4,000 feet. It is hot, but not Iraq hot – hasn’t risen above 115 degrees. At night it drops to the low 80's and high 70's. We are working with several European countries and share living space with them; in each of our areas we have a great working relationship with our allies.
What is a typical day like for you guys?
We are setting conditions for the police to arrive so that they can ease into their job and not fight their way to work. Right now that consists of conducting foot and vehicle patrols to keep the taliban away from our base. There has not been a typical day yet, but Marines are standing sentry duty and going on patrol. In some places, we are providing security for police mentors attached to our Battalion (former police hired by DoD and national guardsmen that are police in their civilian profession). But we are all doing things that are very much part of being a Marine infantryman.
How often have you been receiving mail?
We are at a remote location and mail is not regular. We've been receiving mail every two weeks so far.

What kind of food are you eating? 

We eat MRE's and UGR's (which are like MRE's but for several people). Occasionally, we receive some treats from Battalion such as milk, Pop Tarts, Beef Jerky, Gatorade, and some cereal. What we like best is what we receive from home.

Is there access to phones or computers?
We have limited access; we have, though, a few phones and computers enough for you to hear from you Marine at least once every two weeks. 
Have you heard anything as to when you're coming home?

No - just rumor and speculation; just like what you're hearing at home. Word will be out as soon as we're confirmed.  We'll let you know as soon as we know. 
Headquarters & Services Company
Dear family and friends of Headquarters & Service Company,

H&S Company personnel continue to stay deeply involved in the battalion’s operations and Afghan National Police (ANP) mentoring mission.

Marines from the 3rd Combat Engineer Battalion (CEB), 2nd Platoon led by 2nd Lt Caffrey and GySgt Villacres have provided much needed combat engineering support throughout the battalion’s area of operations (AO).  The combat engineers are based at several of our FOBs tirelessly constructing, deconstructing, and clearing routes for our convoys to travel safely throughout the AO.  These Marines are a truly valued asset.

Our Shock/Trauma Platoon, originally based out of Camp Pendleton, continues to provide around the clock medical support throughout the AO and is also a critical asset to our Marines at the Forward Operating Bases (FOBs).

The Company First Sergeant and I are conducting various trips to the FOBs to see the H&S Marines and have found them all in very high spirits

(Continues on page 8)

(Continued from page 7)
Everyone in H&S Company continues to stay focused and I am continuously impressed by their diligence and unwavering determination to get the job done.

Congratulations to Sergeant Paul E. Savage Jr., from our S-2 Intelligence section.  On 17 July, Sgt Savage received a combat meritorious promotion to the rank of Sergeant for outstanding performance in his duties.

I would like to thank everyone again for your patience and understanding in trying to communicate with your service members and for your care packages and letters.  Most importantly, I would like to take this time to once again extend our most heartfelt thoughts and prayers to those families and friends of the 2/7 personnel we lost during the battalion’s operations here in Afghanistan in the month of July .
If you have any questions or concerns, then please direct them to our H&S Company Key Volunteer Representative or any H&S Company Key Volunteer for unit information and referral resources.

As always, thank you for the endless and dedicated support of the H&S Company as we continue our efforts in Afghanistan.

Semper Fidelis,

Captain Carlos R. Cuevas

Headquarters & Service Company
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Truck Company
Second Platoon
Dear family and friends,

As I am writing this letter to you, we are currently around our half way mark on the deployment.

First, I want to say thank you for all of your support in terms of care packages, letters, pictures, and most of all patience.  With the Truck Platoon Marines spread to the winds in order to support the battalion, you have undoubtedly gone weeks at a time without hearing from your loved ones.  Let me assure you that each and every one of your Marines are doing just fine and send their well wishes to you all back stateside.  I can speak for all of the Truck Platoon Marines when I say that we absolutely cannot wait to see the sunny, sandy beaches of southern California and most importantly be re-united with you all once again.
 If you have any questions or concerns, then please contact the Family Readiness Officer who will forward the message to me or to SSgt Goff, wherever we may be.

Until next time, God bless and Semper Fidelis.

1st Lt Matthew Cowher

Platoon Commander

Truck Company - 2nd Platoon

Weapons Company
Friends, family, and loved ones of Weapons Company,

The month of June has passed and July is in full swing.  I can tell you whole heartedly that the Marines and Sailors of Weapons Company are doing great things for the people of Afghanistan.


Perhaps the most successful and highly visible event that recently occurred was the medical civil affairs program (MEDCAP) that happened at the United Nations International Children’s Emergency Fund (UNICEF) building in Delaram District, Farah Province.  Over 100 men, women, and children received basic medical care and check-ups during the operation.  The event was such a success that the governor of Farah province notified the President of Afghanistan, Hamid Karzai, and thanked him for allowing the Marines and Sailors to conduct the event.  The greatest aspect of the MEDCAP is the lasting effect of goodwill that the people of Delaram will remember for a long time to come.

Some other events that occur on a day to day basis are the training and mentoring of the Afghan National Police (ANP) and the ongoing efforts to improve the local Afghan government agencies ability to maintain good order and stability in the Battalions area of responsibility. In other news, your Marines and Sailors remain motivated and continually inspired by the amount of care packages and letter mail they receive from back home - so please keep them coming.

Until next month, keep us in your prayers and we will do the same of you.

Once again thank you for your overwhelming support and for keeping the home fires burning.
Semper Fi,

Maj Urbano Cruz

Birthdays in the Month of July:

Cpl Lindman (2nd), Maj Cruz (5th),  1stLt Ferreira (6th)  Pfc Wang and Sgt Peradotto (9th), Cpl Brown (10th), Cpl McGillis (12th), LCpl Alvarado (13th), LCpl Martinez III (17th), LCpl Pike (19th), LCpl Everill (20th), and Cpl Bolhuis (26th).
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Wives and children of 2/7 came to gather at the base Family Pool on Saturday, July 26th to enjoy a summer’s evening at poolside; dining on barbequed food and socializing amongst each other.  Music filled the air as well as chatting and laughter - and a lot of ‘splashing’ as the children quickly took to the pool.  Some of the RBEs (Marines) jumped into the pool – Cpl Kinder and LCpl McPharin - becoming play-buddies for the kids.  The pool party ended with gift giveaways – and a lot of great gifts were given away.  A good time had by all.
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A huge ‘thank you’ goes to Laura’s Café - “Best Wings In Town” - who provided all of the chicken wings in support of the morale and welfare to the 2/7 wives and children.

Another huge ‘thank you’ goes to Mrs. Grammer - mom of single Marine, LCpl Olk of Weapons Company, for provided the gift giveaways for the event. 

 

Jill Kindrick, KVR for Fox Company, and Jill Wells, KVR for Golf Company, planned and executed the wonderful “Under the Sea” event.  You two did an awesome job – thank you!  Shannon Thomason of Fox Company was the beautiful Mermaid – you were wonderful! 

 

A mighty big ‘thank you’ to the RBEs (Marines) who did a great job of setting up, cooking, and cleaning up; to Sgt Covert who worked the grill; to SSgt Navai who announced the gift giveaway winners; and to LCpl Nation who was the DJ. 

And, most of all, thank you to the ladies of 2/7, who attended the event in support of the 2/7 family (100 in attendance).
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Things You Should Never Say To a Military Wife

· “Aren't you afraid that he'll be killed?”
(This one ranks in at number one on the 'duh' list. Of course we're afraid. We're terrified. The thought always lingers at the backs of our minds - but thanks brilliant, you just brought it back to the front. Maybe next you can go ask someone with cancer if they're scared of dying.)

· “I don't know how you manage.  I don't think I could do it.”
(This is intended to be a compliment. Though, it’s just a little annoying. Here's why: It's not like all of us military wives have been dreaming since childhood of the day we'd become anxious single moms who carry cell phones with us to the bathroom and to the shower. We're not made of some mysterious matter that makes us more capable, we just were asked to take on a challenging job. So we rose to the challenge and found the strength to make sacrifices.)

· “At least he's not in Iraq.”
(This is the number one most annoying comment for those whose husbands are in Afghanistan. What do they think is happening in Afghanistan? An international game of golf? Guys are fighting and dying over there.)

· “Do you think he'll get to come home for Christmas/anniversary/birthday/birth of a child/wedding/family reunion, etc?”
(Don't you watch the news? No! They can’t come home for any of these things. Please don't ask again.)

· “What are you going to do to keep yourself busy while he's gone?”
(Short answer: Try to keep my sanity. Maybe there's a military wife out there who gets bored when her husband leaves, but I have yet to meet her. For the rest of us, those with and without children, we find ourselves having to be two people. That keeps us plenty busy. We do get lonely, but we don't get bored, and drinking massive amounts of wine always helps keep me busy.)

· “How much longer does he have until he can get out?”
(This one is annoying to many of us whether our husbands are deployed or not. Many of our husbands aren't counting down the days until they can ‘get out’. Many of them continue to sign back up again and again because they actually love what they do, or they VOLUNTEER AGAIN and AGAIN to return to Iraq because there is work to be done.)

· “This deployment shouldn't be so bad, now that you're used to it.”
(Sure, we learn coping skills and its true…the more deployments you've experienced, the easier dealing with it becomes. And we think of ways to make life run smoother while the guys are gone. But it never becomes 'easy' and the bullets and bombs don't skip over our guys just because they've been there before. The worry never goes away.)

· “My husband had to go to Europe for business once for three weeks. I totally know what you're going through.”
(This one is similar to number two. Do not equate your husband's three week trip to London, England or Omaha, Nebraska with a 12-15 month or more deployment to a war zone. Aside from the obvious time difference, nobody shot at your husband or tried to blow him up with an I.E.D., your husband probably called home pretty much any time he wished, flew comfortably on a commercial plane, slept between crisp white sheets, and ate well. There is no comparison. We do not feel bonded to you in the slightest because of this comment. Comparing a 12 month combat deployment to a few weeks business trip is like comparing a crappy Ford Taurus with Mercedes convertible.)

· “Wow you must miss him?”
(This one also gets another big 'duh'. Of course we miss our men. There are some wives who do not and they're now divorced.)

· “Where is he exactly? Where is that?”
(I don't expect civilians to be able to find Anbar Province on a map, but they should know by now that it's in Iraq. Likewise, know that Kabul and Kandahar are in Afghanistan. Know that Muqtada al Sadr is the insurgent leader of the Mahdi Army. Know that Iran is a major threat to our country and that it is located between Afghanistan and Iraq. Our country has been at war in Afghanistan for seven years and at war in Iraq for five years. These basic facts are not secrets; they're on the news every night and in the papers every day ---and on maps everywhere.)

· “Well, he signed up for it, so it's his own fault whatever happens over there.”
(Yes, ignorant, he did sign up. Each and every day he protects your civil rights to make stupid comments. He didn't sign up to be shot by terrorists; he signed up to protect his country. Oh, and by the way, he asked me to tell you that 'You're welcome.' He's still fighting for your freedom.)

· “Don't you miss sex? I couldn't do it!”
(Hmm, no I don't miss sex. I’m a robot. Seriously...military spouses learn quickly that our relationships must be founded on something greater than sex. We learn to appreciate the important things, like simply hearing their voices, seeing their faces, being able to have dinner together every night. And the hard truth is most relationships probably couldn't withstand 12 months of sex deprivation.)

· “Well in my opinion.....”
(Stop right there. I didn't ask for your personal political opinions. Hey, I love a heated political debate, but not in the grocery store, not in Jamba Juice, not at Nordstrom, not in a bar when I'm out with my girls trying to forget the war, and CERTAINLY NOT AT WORK. We tell co-workers about deployments so when we have to spend lunch hours running our butts off doing errands and taking care of the house, dog, and kids, that they have an understanding. We do not tell co-workers and colleagues because we are giving an invitation to ramble about politics or because we so eagerly want to hear how much they hate the President, especially while we're trying to cook our Lean Cuisines in the crappy office microwaves.)

Last but not least....

· “Oh, that's horrible...I'm so sorry!”
(He's doing his job and he's a badass. Don't be sorry. Be appreciative and please take a moment out of your comfortable American lives to realize that our Marines fight the wars abroad so those wars stay abroad.  If you want to say something, then say ‘thank you’. After all, we are sexually deprived for your freedom.)
Highlights - The New GI Bill

· President Bush signed the bill June 30, 2008 

· The new GI Bill assures young veterans a chance at a free four-year public college or university degree, starting August 2009. 

· Spouses and children will see benefits, too. Reservists will see more money for college. Even vets who have served after 9/11 and who got out years ago could get a free college education. 

· Service members work very hard and make great sacrifices everyday to earn this benefit. The rising costs of college have far outpaced the previous educational benefits available to our military. This GI Bill is much closer to the spirit of the 1944 Servicemen's Readjustment Act. It will make a real difference to many military veterans and their families. 
For Active Duty Troops:

· The bill gets rid of the current enrollment requirements, replacing them with language mandating at least three months' active duty service in the military since Sept. 11, 2001, for partial GI Bill benefits. 

· Anyone who has served at least three years on active duty since then is eligible for four years of tuition costs at their home state's universities, plus a monthly stipend for housing and living expenses which averages about $1100 nationwide, depending on where the veteran attends college. 

· Each year, the veterans will also be eligible for $1,200 in tutoring services and $1,000 more to cover books. Altogether, the benefit could top more than $25,000 a year in the most expensive states. 

· If troops or veterans attend state schools that are less expensive, they won't get to pocket the difference - the benefit only covers what veterans are actually charged by their school. If they decide to go to a private school or out-of-state college, they'll have to cover the difference between their higher tuition bill and the state-assigned reimbursement figure. 

· The benefit lasts for 15 years now, instead of 10, giving troops extra time after leaving the military to either use their benefit or pass it along. 

For Spouses and dependents:
· Under a provision backed by the Pentagon, troops who served at least 10 years on active duty will be able to transfer their benefit to a spouse or dependent child. Spouses can receive the money even sooner, if their service member has served at least six years and agrees to another four-year contract. 

· Families can divide the benefit up however it benefits them most, as long as they don't exceed those 36 months of college classes. For example, a retired soldier can use two years of benefits to pay for a two-year degree program, then transfer the last two years to a spouse or child. 

· For long-serving service members, the changes mean that their college-age children could get a free college education starting fall 2009, provided they attend a state-backed school. 

For Reservists and Veterans:

· Guardsmen and reservists who served at least three years on active duty in the past seven years automatically qualify for the full tuition benefit just like other troops. Those who served less active time, but at least three months, will receive between 40 and 90 percent of the tuition benefit, based on a sliding scale. 

· More importantly, the benefit can be used within 15 years of their separation from the service, instead of the current requirement that they remain in the Guard or Reserve to receive the money. 

· For those veterans who have already used all of their GI Bill benefits, the changes don't offer any new money. Many of the most vocal supporters of the bill, veterans upset over how little they received for college, acknowledged the changes will help the next generation of young service members more than themselves. 

· But veterans who have not yet used up their education benefits, or those who never signed up for the GI Bill when they were serving, can take advantage of the new rules. 
· As long as they served at least three years on active duty after Sept. 11, 2001, they're eligible for the same free tuition. 
For more GI Bill information:

Military.com or GIBILL2008.ORG.


Dear Salty Sally,

I was wondering if 2/7 will have a Marine Corps Birthday Ball this year?

Wondering Wife
Dear Wondering Wife,

Get out your ball gown; the Marines are planning Ball.  As soon as there are any details - they will let you know! 

Fondly,

Salty Sally

Dear Salty Sally,

My son is a Marine in 2/7 and I want to know if there is a Key Volunteer Network for parents?

Proud Mom of my Marine son in Golf Co.

Dear Proud Mom,

Due to the large number of Marines in a battalion, there is not a Key Volunteer Network for parents.   The Marine Corps recognizes that parents need and want information and is currently working on better methods to keep all Marine families informed.  If you have any questions, then please call the FRO (Family Readiness Officer) he will be able to help you.

Sincerely,

Salty Sally

Dear Salty Sally,

I am planning a vacation with my husband when he returns from deployment.  I really want to buy my tickets now - when are they going to tell us exact return date?

Ready to Go

Dear Ready to Go,

Keep on planning the vacation but remember when the Marines are given return dates, those dates will fall within a “window of time” and those dates will be subject to change and change again.  Be flexible and although it is nice to buy tickets in advance it isn’t always possible.  When the Marines have a “window”, command will send word through the KVN and the FRO.

Enjoy Your Trip,

Salty Sally

Got questions about the Marine Corps?  Submit your question(s) to:  xxxx and your question(s) will be forwarded to Salty Sally for an answer.  

Memorial Plaque for Fallen Comrades

 

On behalf of 2/7 Marines and Sailors, this plaque will be given to the families of the Fallen Marines and Sailors.

Donations are being accepted to help offset the cost of making the plaques.  If you wish to help by making a donation, then please contact Sue Cruz or Courtney Hopkins.

If you have any questions concerning the plaques, then please contact Courtney Hopkins.

Each plaque is specifically made for a fallen comrade, displaying his specific awards.  After the completion of the deployment, any excess monetary donations will be donated to the Wounded Warrior Foundation on behalf of 2/7.
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From the Editor. . . . . 





Dear 2/7 spouses and families:





The month of August conjures thoughts of the last dog-days of summer; last minute barbeques, vacation trips, and days spent at the beach (or around the pool).  School-age children begin the forlornly countdown to the return of the school year; simultaneously, parents begin their own joyous countdown to the return of the school year.  I can hear my sister now, merrily singing, “Happy Days Are Here Again…” as she sends her two kids off to school.  The month of August reminds me that summer will come to and end, bringing on yet another season – a season closer to my Marine coming home.  Let’s continue to remain busy and positive for our Marines and Sailors will be home soon and we all will be singing, “Happy Days Are Here Again…”


 


Semper Gumby (Always Flexible),


Laure DeVinci-Nichols





THIS MONTH IN


MARINE CORPS HISTORY





The admiral traveled here to personally thank the service members for their wartime service, highlighting his visit by answering questions and handing out hundreds of his signature coins.  He also took the time to officially promote Maj. Rory L. Nichols, the task force’s operations officer, to his present rank.


Admiral Mullen serves as the principal military advisor to the President, the Secretary of Defense, the National Security Council, and the Homeland Security Council.  He was sworn in as the 17th Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff on October 1, 2007.  A Los Angeles native, he graduated from the U.S. Naval Academy in 1968.


Before departing the area, Adm. Mullen commended the task force on what is has accomplished in only a few months.  Although he acknowledged this is a “different mission” for the Marines of TF 2/7 who are currently deployed throughout the Helmand and Farah provinces to train, mentor, and advise the Afghan National Police, he also noted the significant importance of training the national police here.


Recognizing the sacrifices made by the task force, Adm. Mullen told the Marines they are on “the leading edge of positive change in Afghanistan.”  





	








Camp Barber, Afghanistan


(July 11, 2008) – Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff U.S. Navy Adm. Mike Mullen speaks to about 400 Marines, Sailors, Airmen, and Soldiers assigned to Task Force  2d Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment, 1st Marine Division, Combined Joint Task Force Phoenix during his visit here.





2/7 has a NEW website (again):








www.I-MEF.USMC.MIL/DIV/7MAR/2BN


Within that website, visit:





Calendar events


Important information


Newsletters





2/7 has a hotline


for accurate news and information:


1-800-759-7602


(press 2)














Happy Birthday, Aaron!


We love and miss you.


Love, Dad, Mom, Daniel, Wesley and Spats





July 10th





~ Company News ~





w.i.f.e.





Waiting, it is what we do.


Intrepid, it is what we are.


Faithful, which we remain.


Eternal, is our love.





This is what ‘wife’ stands for in the Marine Corps.





By April Ulmer,


Wife of a Marine











Care Package Day Program





You supply the goodies and postage


and the exchange will provide:


 packing materials – tape – custom forms –


flat rate boxes (large and small)


your own non flat rate boxes are accepted too.





Care package shippers will receive a $10 coupon towards their next purchase at the exchange.





Remaining 2008 Dates:





August 21st


September 18th


October 16th


November 20th


December 18th 











Attention, daddy Klug!


I’m here!


Can’t wait to tinker 


With cars with you -





June 25, 2008
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CJCS Says Marines Are On the ‘Leading Edge’





Photos by Cpl. Ray Lewis


Task Force 2d Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment, 1st Marine Division, Combined Joint Task Force Phoenix








2/7 sends a big ‘thank you’


To the members of


Dalton Hill Baptist Church


In Owasso, Oklahoma


For their support of 2/7


By sending DVD players & movies


To our wounded recuperating


In the hospital.

















On August 1, 1960 – The Corps’ Enlisted Rank and Pay Structure Board revised the rank structure, incorporating lance corporals, E8s, and E9s.





On August 5, 1990 – Marines of the 22n MEU were flown to the American Embassy, Monrovia, Liberia, to help evacuate personnel.





On August 6, 1847 – LtCol S. E. Watson’s Marines commenced their march on the “Halls of Montezuma” in Mexico.





On August 7, 1953 – SSgt Barbara Barnwell was the first woman Marine awarded the Navy and Marine Corps Medal for heroism.





On August 11, 1952 – The 1stMarDiv participated in the Battle of Bunker Hill during the Korean War.





On August 13, 1918 – Opha M. Johnson enlisted at HQMC, becoming the first woman Marine.





On August 19, 1919 – “The Marines Hymn” was registered with the U.S. Copyright office.





On August 25, 1948 – 2ndLt John E. Rudder became the first black Marine officer commissioned in the regular Marine Corps.





On August 27, 1780 – Marines guarding workmen cutting masks for the Navy pursued Indians near Reading, PA.





On August 29, 1916 – The Marine Corps Reserve w as founded.


















































Dear Salty Sally





Happy Anniversary, Rick


Where you go I will go, and where you stay I will stay.


Your people will be my people and your God my God.


Where you die I will die, and there I will be buried.


May the LORD deal with me, be it ever so severely,


If anything but death separates you and me."  Ruth 16-18


And I You,   Amy





August 19th 





Roman Catholic Service at Camp Bastion





Baby Boy Bennin


7 lbs 12 oz 19.5”


6:18 am





July 9th 








Congratulations


 LCpl Cuevas!





BABY BOY CUEVAS


6lbs. 14oz 18.75’’ 





June 12, 2008











 ~ Sara and Curt ~


Happy 2nd Anniversary!


Next year you’ll celebrate together.


Love, mom & dad





August 12th 





Happy 4th Birthday, Marah!


Love, Mommy & Daddy


And all your brothers & sisters





August 13th








Happy 7th Birthday, Leah!


Love, Mom & Dad


And all your brothers & sisters





August 17th








Happy “first” birthday, Keira Byrne!


Mommy and Daddy love you very much!





August 1st








~ Company News ~





Do you want to wish your Marine or Sailor a happy anniversary?  Want to send a happy birthday wish to a child or a friend?  Have exciting news to share (promotions, births, or a child’s accomplishment)?  Got stuff to sell?  Please send all ‘shout outs’ and advertisements to xxxx.





Shout Outs & Advertisements





LCpl Brian Dean Perez


Happy 20th Birthday


Love, your family





July 12th 





~ SSgt Crandell ~


Happy Anniversary!


Love, Roxanne





August 21st








Happy Birthday, Vincent Children!


Our princess will be 4 on August 6th and


Our ‘double trouble’ will be 2 on August 28th.


We love you guys!





Daddy and Mommy





ATTENTION!





The 2/7 KVN wishes to sew blankets for wounded Marines & Sailors


returning home.





Calling for assistance from wives, girlfriends, mothers, or friends -





Can you sew?


Purchase material?


Any and all assistance will be greatly appreciated.





Contact Sue Cruz





Welcome to the 2/7 family –


Sienna Mischa Campbell





June 23, 2008








From the Desk of the Battalion Commander








Are you a parent of a deployed Marine?





Got Questions? Want Info?





Contact 2/7’s Family Readiness Officer


Sgt. Brad A. Covert


760-830-5580 (Work)


760-861-0201 (Cell)





Call 2/7’s Hotline:


1-800-759-7602


(Press 2)





Visit:


www.I-MEF.USMC.MIL/DIV/7MAR/2BN

















Dates to Remember








August 2008


August 7th – KVN Meeting


August 8th – 24th – Summer Olympics


August 25th – School Begins








READY FOR ALL . . .


		YIELDING TO NONE





Second Battalion Seventh Marines					  		  August 2008
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