
 
 
 
 
 
 
Families and Friends, 
 
The purpose of this newsletter is to reach out to you as a 
source of great strength for  2nd Battalion, 7th Marines.  I 

also want to use this medium to further inform you of what is 
going on in 2/7.  The more we can inform you and get you closer to your Marine 
or Sailor’s military organization, the better we communicate and benefit from hav-
ing you as a part of the team.   
 
2/7 is training hard, and as I told the men recently, we are in the shoot for our de-
ployment.  Time is passing quickly and we have a responsibility not to squander it.  
In January, Battalion Landing Team 2/7 deploys to the Pacific to join the 31st Ma-
rine Expeditionary Unit (MEU.)  To get ready, the battalion completed a combined 
arms fire and maneuver training program that began with our four-man teams and 
progressed to the battalion level.  Now, the companies are on California’s coast 
exercising our amphibious raid profiles and training to other special skills.  The 
schedule for the deployment is solidifying and I must say that we will be busy.  In 
addition to being forward deployed in the Pacific, based in Okinawa, and expedi-
tionary on the ships of an Amphibious Ready Group, we will be deterring conflict 
and engaging in exercises with many partner nations.  The Marines and Sailors of 
2/7 will be the first 7th Marines battalion to deploy with a MEU and they will see 
regions and countries of this world that most only get the opportunity to read 
about and dream. 
 
You will find useful information and additional contact numbers on our official 
website at: http://www.i-mef.usmc.mil/div/7mar/2bn/.  I also always introduce my 
Family Readiness Officer (FRO), Katie Clark, to help as my point of contact for 
questions or issues for resolution.  Her contact information is in the FRO section 
of this newsletter on page three.   
 
If you are in Twentynine Palms, I encourage you to visit the command post to talk 
with me and Sergeant Major Brookshire.  If you are a parent and live within a rea-
sonable distance, I invite you to join my Family Readiness Program.  We have 
monthly meetings; simply contact Katie.  Do not hesitate to call or write either.  As 
the Commander, I believe I have a personal obligation to keep you informed and 
assured that your Marine or Sailor is well and serving honorably.  Finally, I appre-
ciate your partnership and support.   
 
     Semper Fidelis! 
 
 

John M. Reed 
Lieutenant Colonel, USMC 

Commanding Officer 

Commander’s Commentary 
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♦ Meet our new Chaplain on 
page 2. 

♦ Many awards and promo-
tions are announced 
throughout the Company 
pages.  Congratulations!! 

♦ Look to the back page for 
important announcements. 

♦ Newsletter contributions 
should be submitted to FRO 
Katie Clark (see page 3). 



Chaplain’s Chosen 
2/7 Families and Friends,  
 
I have reported on board as the new Battalion Chaplain.  Coming from a non-denominational 
Christian background, I am endorsed by the Associated Gospel Churches.  My wife and I are 
excited to be here for such a time as this with our Marines, Sailors, and families of 2/7.  I asked 
to come to 7th Marines to assist in filling the need for battalion chaplains, and I look forward to 
being back in a challenging-yet-rewarding ministry at the battalion. 

 
My wife and I have been married for 13 years.  We have one child who just recently turned two.  Rhonda will be 
the United through Reading Homefront Coordinator, and together we will help deployed dads connect with their 
children back home through DVD-recorded reading sessions.   Our daughter will be our Quality Control Officer, 
ensuring we have books that your children will hopefully find interesting. 
 
I have been a Navy chaplain for 13 years, 9 of which has been on active duty. We started our journey church 
planting in the Northwest while I served as a reserve chaplain attached to 1st Marine Division.  I was called onto 
active duty to start CREDO Northeast (Groton, CT), and then moved to Italy for two years while forward de-
ployed on the USS Emory S Land and living on the island of Sardinia.  The Navy sent me to get a degree in Re-
ligion and Culture in the Middle East before assigning me to my last tour as Deputy Director for Religious Minis-
tries here at MCAGCC.  Now with 2/7, I take on the responsibility given to me by the U.S. Navy and Marine 
Corps to be a spiritual, ethical and moral advisor to this Command.  I will provide for those of Christian faith; fa-
cilitate and protect the freedom of worship for all; and care for each Marine, Sailor, or family member as their 
chaplain. 
 
These next 9 months will prove to be exciting and challenging times for each of us.  Let me strongly encourage 
you to intentionally use your time and energy to build your relationships with God, family, and friends.  I cannot 
emphasize enough that you need to communicate with your family – especially your spouse.  If you feel the 
need to work on that, please contact me for resources available for free here at the base to develop communica-
tion between spouses and among family members.   
 
Surround yourself with encouraging, uplifting input and let God be your focus – not your temporary circum-
stances.  Practice the words of wisdom from Proverbs 27:17 that tells us, “As iron sharpens iron, so one person 
sharpens another.” May God use each one of us to do so. 
 
Blessings  
ChapMo 
 
Chaplain Emile Moured 
LCDR, CHC, USN 
2nd Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment 
760-830-5865 
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FRO’s Fountain 

Dear Families and Friends of 2/7 Marines and Sailors, 

Thank you so much for your support and feedback as we grow this program into one that 
meets your needs!  Below you will see names and contact information for our Family Readiness Assistants.  First and 
foremost I want to say that I am always available to help and am happy to do so.  It is not my intention to create a barrier 
between myself and you, my customers.  The Family Readiness Program, however, is designed to have volunteers com-
prised of spouses and other family members of unit Marines and Sailors.  These volunteers assist me in assuring the 
best possible program for 2/7.  We are looking to appoint more Assistants, so please contact me for more information. 

Many of you have contacted me with a variety of questions and concerns, I truly appreciate this and hope to continue 
hearing from you.  As an additional option, Family Readiness Assistants are also trained to provide information and re-
ferral services to spouses and caretakers of dependents.  They can also answer general questions, and may even have 
some better answers than I can give about Company specific matters. 

This program exists to provide you with support and resources, but is not intended to do things for you.  We offer you the 
tools to conquer the challenges of military life, and will cheer you on as you attain successes along the way.  Family 
Readiness Assistants are not a direct source of childcare, transportation, or emergency money, but they can make sug-
gestions and give the contact information of agencies that do provide these and other services. 

Family Readiness Assistants are not responsible to pass official information.  That is something I do through e-mail and 
use of the Mass Communication Tool.  We have been using this tool for several months and learn something new about 
it each time a message goes out.  I appreciate your patience and especially your feedback.  Salty Sally addresses some 
of these lessons learned, so check out her column on page 10. 

You have choices when it comes to these messages.  If you regularly receive e-mails from me, the information in these 
messages is also e-mailed.  While you may request to have your phone number removed from the system, please keep 
in mind that it may become a short-fused source of getting out information around departures and homecomings.   

I do my best to ensure that I have the most current information for contacting you, but please don’t hesitate to reach out 
if you’re not hearing from me.  I would love to have e-mail addresses for as many 
spouses as possible, that is how I share a lot of information. 

Semper Gumby, 

Katie Clark 

760-830-5872 Office 

760-910-5219 Work Cell 

katharine.l.clark@usmc.mil 

Family Readiness Assistants 
H & S Company: 
Deleted for Web Posting 

BAS / Corpsmen: 
Deleted for Web Posting 

Echo Company: 
Deleted for Web Posting 

Fox Company: 
Deleted for Web Posting 
 
Contact the FRO, Katie Clark, 
for this information 

Golf Company: 
Deleted for Web Posting 

Weapons Company: 
Deleted for Web Posting 

**Please leave a voicemail if there’s no answer, so you can get a call back** 
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Dear Family and Friends of Headquarters & Service Company, 
 
I want to first start off by thanking you for your continued support and dedication to your loved ones 
as they remain fully engaged in the preparation for the 31st MEU deployment.   Each section and 
sub-section of the H&S Company has a vested interest in the success of each of the other compa-

nies, and all involved continue to demonstrate an unwavering devotion to mission readiness.  I have to say that much of 
the credit for this positive attitude goes to you, the family and friends of H&S Company, who have undoubtedly given us 
unwavering devotion and support.   

On a congratulatory note, I want to recognize and congratulate Sgt Bobby Crow,  
Sgt Oleg Shekhter, Cpl Christopher Blackwell, LCpl James Reed who all received meritorious promotions to their current 
ranks for outstanding performance in their respective duties.  I want to thank all of you who came out to Family Day in 
August to bear the heat, eat some good food, and the opportunity to fellowship as you are and always will be our ex-
tended family.  I also want to congratulate Sgt Chad Combs for receiving a Navy Achievement Medal in September for 
his outstanding work in the Company Armory.   

In the coming months as we draw closer to our next deployment, we will continue to focus on leadership funda-
mentals, physical training, and MEU deployment requirements as our team grows toward full-strength.  These events will 
require extensive work on the part of the Marines and Sailors to ensure the Battalion is sufficiently prepared and contin-
ues to excel. The Marines and Sailors of H&S Company continue to be the backbone of the Battalion as they participate 
in and support various training evolutions. There is no doubt that the Marines and Sailors of H&S Company will be there 
to answer the call.  

If you have any questions or concerns, then please direct them to our H&S Company Family Readiness Repre-
sentative for unit information and referral resources. If you are interested in becoming a member of the Family Readi-
ness Program, then please contact any of our company representatives.  As always, thank you for the endless and dedi-
cated support of the H&S Company. 
 
Semper Fidelis,  
T. T. Garlock 
Company Commander 

Headquarters & Services Company Announcements: 
Awards: 
 
Navy Commendation: 
 
Staff Sergeant Lopez, Enrique 
 
Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medal: 
 
Sergeant Combs, Chad A. 
 
Meritorious Mast: 
 
Lance Corporal Barker, Christopher A. 
Lance Corporal Becker, Aaron M. 
Lance Corporal Contreras, Victor L. 

Headquarters and Services Company 

Promotions to Private First Class: 
 

Miles, Jonathan S. 
Thompson, Marion L. 

Promotions to Lance Corporal: 
 

Coe, Zachary A. 
Goodman, Joshua K. 
Hibson, Theodore R. 
Huck, Addison G. 
Meads, Joseph R. 
Reed Jr, James E. - Meritoriously 
Rodriguez, Robert M. 
Rogers, Darnell J. 
Stanfield, Thomas W. 

Promotions to Corporal: 
 
Alvarado, Jordan F. 
Blackwell, Christopher S. - Meritoriously 
Guthrie, Brian C. 
Hernandez, Francisco J. 
Davis, Matthew R. 
To, Kin K. 
 
Promotions to Sergeant: 
 
Crow, Bobby D. - Meritoriously 
Manning, Christopher M. 
Shekhter, Oleg - Meritoriously 
 
Promotions to First Lieutenant: 
 
McBride, Derek J. 
Pollard Jr, Allen V. 



Echo Company 
Dear Family and Friends of Echo Company, 

 
There have been many changes in the company since July’s newsletter.  As you can read 

below, we have had a few births since July.  Also, Marines have changed platoons and some Ma-
rines have transitioned out of the Marine Corps.  One thing doesn’t seem to change, the top-notch 
performance of your Marines.  In the past three months, Echo Company has flown in helicopters, conducted live-fire 
events, rappelled, fast-roped, swam, patrolled, and navigated on land and in the air.  This quantity of training has meant 
more time away from home.  The training has focused on preparing the platoons and squads to operate competently 
throughout the Asia-Pacific theater.  We have also been required to train in remote places like Camp Pendleton and 
Yuma, AZ.  While this training has kept us away from home, it also helps to ensure that we can bring the Marines back 
safely from the deployment.  We can’t promise the load will lighten, but you might gain some solace in the knowledge 
that your Marine will deploy highly trained.  Finally, thank you for your continued support and understanding.  It is an 
honor to be serving you here at 2nd Battalion, 7th Marines. 

 
Semper Fidelis, 
Captain Zebulon C. Philpott 
Echo Company 
 
Echo Company Announcements: 
Awards: 
 
Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medal: 
 
Sergeant Caridi, Seth A. 
Sergeant Mills, Jonathan C. 

 
Graduations from Infantry Squad Leader’s Course: 

 
Sergeant Stephens, Patrick R. 
Corporal Escobedo, Nicholas R. 
Corporal Frost, Joshua E. 
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Promotions to Lance Corporal: 
Brown, Kayne J. 
Dansand, Dylan L. 
Dexter, Lee A. 
Hannah, Mark A. 
Hazelwonder, Nicholas E. 
Howe, Caleb M. 
Kerlin, David W. 
Lewis, Mark G. 
Maczynski, Aaron J. 
Masias, David C. 
McParlon, Mitchell R. 
McTaggart, Rick A. 
Megenhardt, Matthew R. 
Modesitt, Alex M. 
Schaeffer, Bryan D. 
Spurgin, Harlan D. 
Stecker, Adam D. 
Tanakatsubo, Tad R. 
Taylor, Jordan J. 
Walter, Trenton N. 
Warniaha, Kyle J. 
Wilkerson, Travis C. 

Promotions to Sergeant: 
 
Caridi, Seth A. - Meritoriously 
Mills, Jonathan C. - Meritoriously 

Upcoming events (Marines in the field): 
*In addition to Battalion events on Page 11* 
 
- 12 – 13 Nov: IP/HABD Training (Camp Pendleton) 
- 16 – 18 Nov: IFAV MOUT Integration Training 

Births: 
 
Corporal McNamee - Baby Girl 
Lance Corporal RuizRodriguez - Baby Girl 



Fox Company 
Fox Company spouses, family, and friends, 
  
I would like to take this opportunity to publically acknowledge that the Fox Family will be transfer-
ring Staff Sergeant Lassiter to Headquarters and Service Company officially on 16 October 2009, 
due to a family hardship.  The Fox Family would like to wish him and his Family all the best in the 

future.  His selfless dedication to his Marines and to this company will not be forgotten.   In addition, we would like to wel-
come Staff Sergeant Jones to our company staff, as he steps in to fulfill the duties as 2nd Platoon’s Platoon Sergeant.      

 
Fox Company is aboard Naval Amphibious Base Coronado, California and Camp Pendleton in small boat opera-

tions.  The Marines that attended the specialized training courses will be graduated, and received their certificates on 5 
October 2009, aboard Naval Amphibious Base Coronado.  As a Family we have many challenges ahead of us, but I am 
confident that the Marines of Fox Company will continue to exceed expectations.  The Fox Family’s focus of effort will be 
small boat operations and raids in support of our future deployment in support of the Global War on Terrorism in the Pa-
cific.  I would like to reiterate what I stated in my last letter to the extended Fox Family; that your support is an integral 
part of every Marine’s readiness for future deployments.   
    
 First Sergeant Torres and his family, my family and I would like to thank the extended Fox Family for your sup-
port during the Fox Company Family Day.  We all had a great time and are looking forward to another family day in the 
future.  I can not stress enough that I am humbled and proud of each Marine in the company as they serve our Country 
and Corps in the time of war.  Continue to show your outstanding support for your Marine, it is great to see.  For those of 
you attending, see you on November 20, 2009 in Las Vegas for our celebration of the Marine Corps’ Birthday.  Please do 
not hesitate to contact us at (760) 830-5190. 
 
Semper Fidelis, 
 
Captain Rudy G. Salcido 
Commanding Officer 
Fox Company 
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Upcoming events (Marines in the field): 
*In addition to Battalion events on Page 11* 
 
- 09 – 10 Nov:  Wpns Plt Live Fire (Gays Pass) 
- 11 – 13 Nov:  MOUT Live Fire Ex (R210) 
- 16 – 18 Nov:  Boat Raid Training (Gold Beach/P2/R2 TAs Camp Pendleton) 
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Fox Company Announcements: 
Awards: 
 
Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medal: 
 
Lance Corporal Lee, Christopher B. 
 
Certificate of Commendation: 
 
Corporal Christianson, Erik A. 
Sergeant Rolon, Serjio V. 
Lance Corporal Sproule, James S. 
 
Meritorious Mast: 
 
Corporal Burmeister, Daniel M. 
Corporal Christianson, Erik A. 
 
Good Conduct Medal: 
 
Lance Corporal Sonneborn, Jacob A. 
Corporal Steele, Garrett L. 
Corporal Vislisel, Daniel S. 

Promotions to Private First Class: 
 
Irvin, Gary M.  

Promotions to Lance Corporal: 
 
Anders, Matthew L. 
Barrington, Thomas M. 
Berentsen, Brent R. 
Blythe, Matthew S. 
Bobst, Eric S. 
Bracamonte, Rene R. 
Cacerespena, Bryan A. 
Cameron, Jacob M. 
Cecil, James D. 
Cissell, Kyle A. 
Clarich, Brett F. 
Daniels, Sean T. 
Davis, Jared M. 
Diaz, Bryan P. 
Dixon II, Thomas E. 
Fagg, Jordan A. 
Fall, Nathan C. 
Fuhr, Dustin M. 
Hoener, Sean B. 
Hower, Aron D. 
Hunt, James G. 
Ingram, Matthew E.  
Klouchek, Michael T. 
Kranz, William D. 
Larson, Jose A. 
Lee, Christopher B. 
Love, Donald E. 
McCubbin, Brian J. 
Meling, Kyle L. 
Murphy, Cory T. 
Morrison, Darrell A. 
Nelson, Benjamin R. 
Nestor, Gabriel A. 
Noonan, William d. 
Petrolino, Angelo 
Placzek, John R. 
Ramirez, Joel M. 
Rasmussen, Allen M. 
Reinke, Benjamin W. 
Ritter, Bryce R. 
Rivas, Joseph P. 
Sandoval, Louis F. 
Shaughnessy, Stephen E. 
Swan III, Francis L.  
Taylor, Daniel A. 
Trumbo, Marcus E. 
Wood, Garrett D. 

Promotions to Corporal: 
 
Christianson, Erik A. 
Jordan, Andrew A. 
Perry, Matthew R. 
 
Promotions to Sergeant: 
 
Corona III, Edward J. 
Marroquin, Nehemias A. 
Rolon, Serjio V. 
Tritt, Andrew R. 
 
Promotions to First Lieutenant: 
 
Bamford III, Reno C. 
Brooks, James H. 



Dear Family and Friends of Golf Company (“Gunfighters”), 
 
Greetings from the sands of 29 Palms.  The summer heat has given way to the chill of fall as the 
company continues training for the upcoming deployment.  Since our last update in July, the com-

pany has completed many milestones in our training.  
 
As the mechanized company for the battalion, Golf Company is partnered with 2d Platoon, D Company, 3d AAV Battal-
ion.  We have enjoyed the opportunity to work along side these professionals, led by 1stLt James R. Smith, and they are 
now part of the Gunfighter Family. Given this addition, the company spent most of the summer focusing on integrating 
this capability by conducting numerous live-fire exercises and devoting two weeks for amphibious raid training while 
aboard Camp Pendleton.   
 
As we continue on into the Holiday Season we still have certain training requirements ahead before we take some much 
needed time off before deployment.  During these coming weeks I ask for your continued patience and understanding as 
I balance our combat readiness and need for time at home.  My wife and I fully understand the demands of the infantry 
life, and I look forward to the times when I can cut the Marines loose to invest their time at home or with friends and fam-
ily.  Always remember that your continued love and affirmation of your Marine is the most significant thing you can do for 
him in training or on deployment. 
 
Best Regards, 
 
Capt Castro, M.B. 
Golf Company 
 
Golf Company Announcements: 
Awards:  
 
Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medal: 
 
Corporal Hernandez, Brandon K. 
Corporal Doyle, Eli L. 
Corporal Brown, Nathan A. 
 
Graduations from Infantry Unit Leader’s Course: 
 
Staff Sergeant Prahl, Ira N. (Gung Ho Recipient) 
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Golf  Company 

Births: 
 
Lance Corporal Bartz - Baby Boy 

Promotions to Corporal: 
 
Murray, Nathanael R. 
 
Promotions to Sergeant: 
 
Hicks, Tyson C. - Meritoriously 
Hart, Matthew J. - Meritoriously 
Flores, James P. - Meritoriously 



Weapons Company 
Greetings Weapons Company Family, 
 
It was another very demanding three months of training for all the platoons. There were a couple 
long trips to the field and to Camp Pendleton to get valuable training for the upcoming deploy-
ment. As you would expect, your Marines performed very well. More training is taking place at Camp Pendleton, MCAS 
Yuma, as well as 29 Palms throughout October. 
 
More field time is scheduled for early November, but the training will be here at 29 Palms.  November will also afford 
some well deserved time off with long weekends:  USMC B-day Ball 96 (4 days), and Thanksgiving 96 (4 days). 
 
We’re going to try and do our best to strike a balance of time off and training.  However, as time shortens please under-
stand that this training is in the individual Marine’s best interest. 
 
I want to thank all the spouses and families for their attendance at the Weapons Co Family Day on September 24th.  I 
hope you all enjoyed getting to know people in the company a little better.  Please remember to ask questions if you’re 
not sure about something either through your Marine, or contact the company office at 760-830-5869. 
 
Semper Fi 
 
Capt Ross Schellhaas 
 
Weapons Company Announcements: 
Awards: 
 
Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medal: 
 
Lance Corporal Toledo, Byron O. 
First Lieutenant Tkaczuk, Thomas J. 

Promotions to Private First Class: 
 

Gassaway, Sean R. 

Promotions to Corporal: 
 
Robinson, James W. - Meritoriously 
 
Promotions to Sergeant: 
 
Wood, Jacob A. 
 
Promotions to Captain: 
 
Melander, Andrew H. 

Promotions to Lance Corporal: 
 
Bolduc, Rainer B. 
Carlson, Jeremy A. 
Cotter, Kevin D. 
Dinh, Joe Q. 
Hawk, Kelley R. 
Hernandez, Pedro A. 
Holland, Branden H. 
Lankford, Ryan L. 
Page, Alex B. 
Potenti, Samuel G. 
Powell, Bradly T. 
Quinata, Nicholas E. 
Ramsey Jr, Kenneth S. 
Roberts, Mark A. 
Roberts III, Charlie E. 
Sauve, Michael S. - Meritoriously 
Schomberg, Andrew P. 
Thorpe, Joshua L. 
Toledo, Byron O. 
Vezeau, Stephen R. 

Births: 
 
Lance Corporal Hawk - Baby Girl 
Private First Class Grimm - Baby Boy 
Private First Class Cantu - Baby Boy 

Upcoming events (Marines in the field): 
*In addition to Battalion events on Page 11* 
 
- Oct 28-31: 81s at MCAS Yuma 
- Nov 1-6: CAAT, 81s, and snipers in the field 
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Salty Sally 
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Dear Salty Sally, 

What is with these phone calls?  Can you explain how this works so that I can make it a useful tool for me? 

Annoyed with the Ringing 

Dear Annoyed, 

When the FRO initiates a message using the Mass Communication Tool (MCT), she wants to be sure that everyone gets 
the message without being too intrusive.  There is always an opportunity to confirm receipt of the message which should 
stop future attempts if the same message needs to later be resent to those who missed it.  The longest delay option be-
tween each person’s e-mail address(es) and phone number(s) is 3 minutes, but this should also work to stop any addi-
tional attempts the first time a message is sent.  Instructions are given at the end to either press 1 to confirm receipt of 
the message, or there may be several choices if the FRO is looking for specific responses.  E-mails with this tool work 
much in the same way.  If you were to be checking your e-mail when a message comes in and you click the link to con-
firm receipt (or one of the polling options), your phone may not ring. 

Another feature of this tool is that it should  be leaving the message on your voicemail when possible.  There are some 
new options coming available to prevent the actual message from recording, but giving a phone and pin number to re-
trieve the message.  It should be understood that any PIN number given is unique to that message and is only active for 
24 hours.  It is likely that the FRO will opt for the actual message to be left on your voicemail. 

On occasion, a message may be sent that the FRO wants to ensure is received by the adult individual intended to get 
the message.  In such a case, the system is populated with a 4-digit PIN number unique to the member that would be 
required before the message is played.  By default that PIN is the last 4 digits of the Servicemember’s SSN.  Anyone 
who is authorized into this system is welcome to give the FRO a different PIN number that they would remember.  This 
system will NEVER be used to communicate sensitive, personal, classified, or casualty information. 

This tool was built to improve communication and ensure that information is getting to all of the intended recipients.  If at 
any time you are finding it to be a problem, please be sure to tell the FRO how you want to be contacted.  Spouses are 
automatically eligible to receive communication through this tool, and additional family members can be included with the 
Servicemember’s written consent.  Please feel free to contact the FRO for more details. 

Sincerely, 

Salty Sally 
Dear Salty Sally, 

This is my first deployment and I haven’t decided if I want to stay in 29 Palms or go home.  Can you help? 

On the Fence in Fox 

Dear Fence-rider, 

While this is a personal decision for every family, I appreciate the question.  Many spouses are unaware of the level of 
support that comes from their military base family.  It’s often unspoken and certainly not advertised, but you’d be sur-
prised to learn how spouses come together to hold each other up during deployments.  The experience reveals the tre-
mendous strength of a military spouse and is certainly something to be proud of.  On the other hand, sometimes a 
spouse really needs the kind of support she can get from her family back home.  Keep in mind the added stress of two 
moves, changes in environment for children, and the fact that your home family may not understand the unique chal-
lenges that you face while your husband’s away.  You know best what will work for you, and each situation is different.  
Do be sure the FRO knows how to reach you if you move. 

Kindly, 

Salty Sally 



 Upcoming Family Events 
 
November 19 - Jane Wayne Day 
 
November 20 - Marine Corps Birthday Ball 
 
December 7 - Advon and Main Body Pre-Deployment Brief 
 
December 11 - Battalion Family Day 

Katie Clark 
Office: 760-830-5872 
Work Cell: 760-910-5219 
E-mail: katharine.l.clark@ usmc.mil 

http://www.i-mef.usmc.mil/div/7mar/2bn/ 
Hotline: (760) 830-1538, option 2 
  (800) 759-7602, option 2 

2D Battalion, 7th Marines 
ATTN: Family Readiness Officer 
Box 788262 
Twentynine Palms, CA 92278 
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Battalion Events: 
 
Overnight Training Events: 
 
02 – 06 Nov:  Bn Squad Reset Live Fire Exercise / Bn FSCEX (TA Lava / TA Black Top) 
07 – 18 Nov:  Battalion At Sea Period w USS Green Bay (tentative) 
 
Designated Personnel Only: 
 
30 Nov – 04 Dec: EWTGPAC R2P2 Workshop (Coronado) 
17 – 31 Oct: Cobra Gold FSS / FPC (Thailand) 
07 – 20 Nov: Balikatan FSS / FPC (Philippines) 

DISCLAIMER: PLEASE KEEP IN MIND THAT ALL DATES ARE ALWAYS 
SUBJECT TO CHANGE!  NO MATTER HOW HARD WE TRY TO GIVE 
YOU ACCURATE INFORMATION, CHANGE IS WITHIN THE NATURE 
OF WHAT WE DO.  EVENTS WILL BE ADVERTISED CLOSER TO THEIR 
ACTUAL DATE WITH SPECIFIC DETAILS.  FEEL FREE TO CONTACT 
THE FRO TO VERIFY DATES BEFORE MAKING PLANS. 

Other Important Dates: 
 
16 Dec - 3 Jan Pre-Deployment Block Leave 
6 Jan – 8 Jan Bn Flight Window for Deployment 

If you would like to receive this newsletter electronically or need to submit a correction of your mailing address, 
contact the FRO. 

Next Newsletter: January 2010 
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