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20 Sep 09
From:  Commanding Officer
To:      Families and Friends of the WOLFPACK
Subj:  SEPTEMBER’S NEWSLETTER
1. [image: image3.emf]“End of Mission”…These were the words transmitted shortly after midnight on 27 August 2009 when Task Force (TF) 3d LAR conducted a relief in place (RIP) and transferred operational authority of its battlepace in Ninewa Province to the Army’s 6-9 Cavalry.  This date effectively ended five months of continuous combat operations in one of Iraq’s most operationally, politically, and geographically dynamic regions in the country.  To be sure, the Marines and Sailors of the WOLFPACK regularly distinguished themselves throughout their tenure in the battalion’s area of operations (AO), where they conducted missions around the clock to interdict foreign fighters, smugglers, and other cross-border activity between Iraq and Syria; disrupted the enemy’s freedom of movement throughout the battalion’s expansive AO; worked tirelessly to enhance the professionalization of the Iraqi Security Forces (ISF), which included the Army and Border Police in the region; engaged the local political and tribal leadership to help advance the civil development in the more populated areas of the battalion’s sector; and routinely met with the local nationals to ensure their security, assist them with some of their needs, and to deny the enemy any passive support they may have been receiving in some of the more remotely located villages.  In their performance of each of these activities, the Marines and Sailors of the WOLFPACK showcased their mettle while exposed to the constant threat of enemy contact, routinely traveled along roads and in areas targeted by improvised explosive devices (IED), and endured the natural hazards of operating in such an austere, rugged environment.  As always, your warriors and loved ones of 3d LAR Battalion exceeded my expectations and met the daily challenges of this truly “expeditionary” mission—one in which the amenities were few and the hardships considerable in number.  My pride in them as men, Marines, Sailors, and Americans knows no bounds.

2. Immediately following the end of the battalion’s mission in northern Iraq, the WOLFPACK began withdrawing from the area and returning to Al Anbar Province, where Marine units, organized under the command of Multi-National Forces West (MNF-W), have been fighting and securing since the early months of 2004.  To say the least, moving an equipment-heavy organization like 3d LAR Battalion and its fleet of light armored vehicles, motorized assets such as “HUMVEEs”, trucks, mine-resistant vehicles called MRAPS (mine resistant ambush protected), and all of its associated gear several hundred kilometers to another camp is no small undertaking.   The Herculean efforts of the Marines who planned, supported, and executed this two-week long maneuver made it look easy, again showcasing the capabilities and caliber of the WOLFPACK.  Simultaneously, as the LAR Companies, motor transport assets, and multiple convoys of 18-wheeled trucks traveled the long route back to Al Anbar Province, other Marines in the battalion were preparing the transfer of the remote Sahl Sinjar Airfield, from where the WOLFPACK operated during its months in Ninewa Province, to the government of Iraq and the Iraqi Army.  This monumental undertaking included consolidating and shipping all U.S. equipment back to Al Anbar Province; collapsing the dozens of tents in which Marines worked and lived; leveling all berms inside the perimeter of the airfield; filling with sand the large pits the battalion dug for protection in the event of enemy attacks; ensuring the environmental cleanliness of the camp by removing all fuels, oils, and other potential contaminants; and generally restoring the airfield to its original condition before the Marines occupied it late last year.  This process of preparing the airfield for turnover to the Iraqi government and military ran exceptionally smoothly because of the devoted efforts of the Marines involved in it, and on 6 September 2009, the airfield was formally transferred to representatives of the Iraqi government during a signing ceremony in one of the few tents that remained assembled on the airfield.
3. Since leaving Sahl Sinjar Airfield in Ninewa Province earlier this month, the Marines and Sailors have been living, working, and decompressing in Al Taqaddum, Iraq, which is a camp located between Ramadi and Fallujah in eastern Al Anbar Province.  WOLFPACK history abounds in this area, as 3d LAR Battalion previously fought throughout this region during two of its previous deployments—OIF II and OIF 5-7—when I formerly served as the Executive Officer (XO) of this storied battalion.  In Taqaddum, or TQ, as it’s more commonly known, 3d LAR Battalion began the long process of cleaning, accounting for, and turning-in our incredibly large equipment set of vehicles and associated gear.  Due to the advanced planning and engaging work ethic of the Marines in the battalion responsible for this equipment turn-in, the nearly month-long process has run exceptionally smoothly.  Additionally, while at TQ, Marines and Sailors of 3d LAR Battalion received a series of Warrior Transition classes, which are periods of instruction that will help all of us make a smoother return to life back in the U.S. and at home.  To be sure, TQ living has been great, as the warriors of the battalion have been able to finally enjoy the luxuries that most Marines and Sailors in Iraq in 2009 have been receiving.  These amenities include daily showers, actual bathrooms, real beds with mattresses, air conditioning, internet café, movies, a library, a fully stocked PX, and unlimited amounts and varieties of food in a civilian-operated chowhall, to name a few.  It’s easy to identify a 3d LAR Marine or Sailor around the camp, as he’s the one with the smile permanently etched on his face from ear to ear while walking around TQ.  More likely, though, the smiles on faces are signs that we’re all coming home soon to our families, friends, and loved ones.

4. One of the more memorable events of the battalion’s time thus far at TQ was bidding farewell to the Marines and Sailors of Company E, 4th LAR Battalion, in a formal demobilization ceremony.  Company E, or Grappler, joined the WOLFPACK in November 2008 from its reserve station in Syracuse, NY.  Arriving to 29 Palms late last year, Grappler participated in most of the battalion’s pre-deployment training program, including Exercise STEEL KNIGHT in December 2008 and the battalion’s Alternate Mission Rehearsal Exercise (AMRX) at the Army’s National Training Center (NTC) in Fort Irwin, CA.  In Iraq, Company E, like the rest of the WOLFPACK, regularly distinguished itself in combat and worked tirelessly to make a positive, long-lasting impact in its respective sector in Ninewa Province.  Before the men of Company E officially deactivate upon returning to the U.S. and transfer back to their civilian occupations or answer other calls to duty, the WOLFPACK wanted to honor the service of these citizen-warriors and fellow Marines in a formal ceremony.  Indeed, Company E enhanced the warfighting capability of 3d LAR Battalion, and SgtMaj Parks and I couldn’t have been prouder to serve as their Battalion Sergeant Major and Battalion Commander.  We wish them fair winds and following seas, as well as a hearty thanks to their families.
5. In closing my final newsletter from Iraq, I want to thank you for your concerned interest in 3d LAR Battalion throughout this deployment and your active involvement in many of the battalion’s events in and around 29 Palms.  In the WOLFPACK, our motto is “The strength of the pack is the wolf; the strength of the wolf is the pack.”  However, the foundation of this strength is our battalion’s family and the legions of supporters our team enjoys.  Your letters, emails, and packages of goodies from the homefront regularly boosted morale and served as a constant reminder of your love and support for all of us.  The positive effects your engagement had on each of us in this once war-torn country cannot be overstated.  Quite simply, thank you.  Additionally, I want to extend my heartfelt appreciation to several individuals who played a leading role in our unit’s family readiness or who provided endless amounts of support for the entire battalion as it was forward deployed to Iraq.  These individuals include Jillian King, the battalion’s Family Readiness Officer (FRO); Wendy Speigle and Alejandra Kim, who serve as key advisors to me on the battalion’s Family Readiness Command Team; and all of our unit’s Family Readiness Assistants, who volunteer so much of their time and energy to support the WOLFPACK and on whom I depend to help organize and run our battalion’s family events.  Also, I would like to extend my sincere gratitude to Hannelore Snyder Brown, who founded Operation Valiant Hearts—a support network and letter writing campaign in Leawood, Kansas, for deployed servicemen and women—and Mayor Eric McBride of Hemet, CA, who initiated the formal adoption of 3d LAR Battalion by the city and patriotic citizens of Hemet.  On behalf of SgtMaj Parks and all the Marines and Sailors of the WOLFPACK, thank you for your enduring support.  We look forward to seeing many of you soon as we step off the buses transporting us from March Air Force Base to the Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Center at 29 Palms, CA, later this month and early next as we return home from the battalion’s fifth and final deployment to Iraq in support of Operation IRAQI FREEDOM.
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K. R. KASSNER
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