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CO

7 Oct 2010
From:  Commanding Officer
To:      Families and Friends of the WOLFPACK

Subj:  OCTOBER’S NEWSLETTER
1. [image: image3.emf]As I draft this month’s newsletter, the battalion’s advanced party personnel for our upcoming deployment to Afghanistan have returned from their well-earned pre-deployment leave, and the battalion’s main body Marines and Sailors just embarked on their well-deserved time off before we saddle up and hit the trails east to south Asia.  To be sure, the time since our return from Iraq last October has certainly galloped away.  As many of you can relate and understand, it seems like yesterday that we were returning to our loved one’s opened arms following a seven month deployment to Iraq, where the WOLFPACK closed the chapter on the LAR community’s contributions to the war effort in that country.  Now we’re at the dawn of 3d LAR Battalion’s inaugural deployment in support of Operation ENDURING FREEDOM (OEF), and your battalion is ready.  As always, my pride in the WOLFPACK team knows no bounds, and SgtMaj Elliott and I could not have been more impressed and satisfied with the performance of your warriors during Exercise ENHANCED MOJAVE VIPER (EMV), which served as our capstone, evaluated training event before our upcoming deployment.  The battalion earned its combat-ready ratings as it conducted full-spectrum counter-insurgent (COIN) missions during EMV and showcased its ability to perform many of its core competencies as it fired and maneuvered across the deserts of the 29 Palms training area.  Our training is complete.

2. In a handful of days and then later this month, the WOLFPACK will begin deploying to Afghanistan.  At one of our recent Family Readiness Meetings, I was asked if I planned to continue drafting my monthly newsletters.  The answer: absolutely.  This newsletter is one of several ways the battalion will communicate to its families, loved ones, friends, and supporters.  We will also include updates to the battalion’s official Facebook page at “3d Light Armored Reconnaissance Battalion (3d LAR) – Official Site”.  Jillian King—our Family Readiness Officer—will also provide regular information about the battalion’s activities.  I encourage you to frequently peruse these sites and contact Jillian.  My goal is to maintain our active correspondence with you and ensure you receive timely updates of our time overseas.  Inevitably, rumors will circulate throughout the battalion.  I ask that you guard against receiving and spreading unsubstantiated news unless you receive it from one of our official sources—the battalion’s website, our Facebook page, Jillian King, and SgtMaj Elliott and me.  As I addressed to many of you who attended last month’s Family Readiness Meeting and the battalion’s WOLFPACK Round-up Family Day, I will maintain my active communication with you to keep you informed.  Additionally, I want to hear from you.  The quickest way to contact me is via Jillian King, and I will answer your questions that pertain to the battalion as a whole.

3. In addition to preparing for our upcoming deployment to Afghanistan, it’s also worth noting again that the WOLFPACK already has Marines forward-deployed with the 31st Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU) in Okinawa, Japan.  Every six months, the battalion provides a reinforced LAR Platoon to the MEU’s battalion landing team (BLT).  The current platoon is led by First Lieutenant Nicholas Degregorio, and his Marines’ performance continues to exceed expectations.  Reports I have received from the BLT commander inform me about the platoon’s many contributions to the team.  Indeed, your Marines and Sailors who are deployed to the 31st MEU are serving as the ideal ambassadors of the WOLFPACK, and SgtMaj Elliott and I are darn proud of them.  While this platoon is forward-deployed, another LAR platoon under the leadership of First Lieutenant Luke Williamson is training to deploy with the MEU later this year.  Similarly, this platoon continues to showcase its mettle as it continues to prepare for future operations.  As you can quickly deduce, 3d LAR Battalion remains quite busy, as the unit prepares to deploy to Afghanistan, supports the 31st MEU, and continues to train Marines here at home station.  Nonetheless, the team of Marines and Sailors in this storied battalion make it all possible.

4. As I close this month’s newsletter before deploying, thank you for your continued engagement and support for the WOLFPACK.  SgtMaj Elliott and my bride, Lisa, and I greatly appreciate the time that you invest in your battalion.  Moreover, we recognize the many behind-the-scenes efforts and support you give to your Marine and Sailor.  Quite simply, you regularly contribute to the success of this team, and I’m grateful.  Please stay engaged and informed once the battalion deploys.  I eagerly look forward to seeing you upon our return from Afghanistan in several fast-paced months.








/s/









K. R. KASSNER
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