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CO

3 May 09
From:  Commanding Officer
To:      Families and Friends of the Wolfpack

Subj:  MAY’S NEWSLETTER
1. [image: image3.emf] As-salaamu laykum (“hello” in Arabic; literally translated as “peace be upon you”) from western Ninewa, Iraq.  As Marines and Sailors of 3d Light Armored Reconnaissance (LAR) Battalion regularly demonstrated throughout their previous four deployments in support of Operation IRAQI FREEDOM (OIF), your loved ones of the WOLFPACK continue to distinguish themselves in combat on a daily basis, conducting reconnaissance and security operations to interdict and disrupt the activities of elusive insurgent forces throughout the western region of Ninewa’s restive province and enhancing the professionalization of the Iraqi Army (IA) as Company D (Dragoons) continues to do in the Al Anbar province.  The operations of Task Force (TF) 3d LAR are characterized by their expeditionary nature—working and living in the expansive desert for multiple, consecutive days—the exercising of the battalion’s core competencies—such as reconnaissance—and by tactical patience, which is a necessary component of our mission as the situation in western Ninewa, particularly the political conditions, remains quite dynamic.  Company D has an equally challenging mission training and conducting combined operations with our Iraqi Army allies.  I invite you to read the recent stories about Company D’s many efforts (see WOLFPACK in the News).  To be sure, the American Treasure—your Marines and Sailors—that forms the ranks of the WOLFPACK continues to advance this region toward peace, and my pride in this battalion knows no bounds.
2. Briefly described, Ninewa is one of 18 governates, or provinces, in Iraq, and it’s one of the northern most provinces in the country (see the map illustration under OIF WOLFPACK Pix).  Its name is derived from the biblical city of Nineveh in ancient Assyria.  It has an area of 23,190 square miles (about the size of West Virginia) and an estimated population of 2.5 million. Sitting on the eastern banks of the Tigris River, historic Nineveh was considered one of the greatest and wealthiest cities of the region in ancient times, as it served as a leading commercial hub along the Tigris, which flows from the mountains of southeastern Turkey through Iraq until it joins the Euphrates River and deposits into the Persian Gulf.  In the Bible, Nineveh is mentioned multiple times, including references to it in the Books of Genesis, Kings, Jonah, and the Gospel of Matthew.  Its chief city and the provincial capital is Mosul, which lies across the Tigris River from the ruins of ancient Nineveh.  Tal Afar is also a major city within the region, and it sits adjacent to the WOLFPACK’s area of operations (AO).   The province’s two main cities endured the 2003 invasion during the opening stages of Operation IRAQI FREEDOM, and they emerged relatively unscathed.  In 2005, however, Mosul and Tal Afar were the scenes of fierce battles between Coalition Forces (CF) and insurgents, who fled to the region following Operation AL FAJR (the Battle of Fallujah) in 2004, when the WOLFPACK distinguished itself in combat by securing the Fallujah Peninsula and the two key bridges spanning the Euphrates River into the city.  Insurgent forces today remain active in Mosul, but the situation is improving.

3. One of the many intriguing aspects of Ninewa Province is its ethic makeup, as the region is populated by Arabs, Yezidis, Turkomen, and Kurdish peoples.  Together with the Arabs, the Kurds account for one of the largest populations in northern and western Ninewa.  Kurds in Iraq are officially recognized as a minority people and the region in northern Ninewa is designated as Kurdistan (literally, Land of the Kurds).  Kurdistan is an autonomous, federally and internationally recognized political, ethnic, and economic region of Iraq.  In the Iraqi Constitution, the area is referred to as the Kurdish Region, and the official, local government is called the Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG).  Geopolitically, Kurdistan will play a leading and pivotal role in the future of a federal Iraq.  Another interesting feature of this region, particularly in the WOLFPACK’s area of operations, is its landscape.  The Sinjar Mountain is the largest terrain feature in our battlespace, and it literally separates the upper one-third of our battlespace from the lower two-thirds.  The land south of the mountain is mostly expansive desert marked by an occasional wheat or barley farm.  Herds of sheep wander the grounds in search of grasses to eat and countless numbers of donkeys also roam the area.  The drought that began several years ago has been quite taxing to the region and has significantly reduced the farming in the area.  North of the mountain, the land is characterized by vast swaths of farms and green vegetation.  It’s a stark contrast from the area south of the mountain, which is almost exclusively desert.  To be sure, this entire area is ideal “LAR Country”, as our light armored vehicles can traverse the landscape without too many difficulties.  Occasionally, however, one of our vehicles becomes submerged in the soft sand, especially after a recent rain as my LAV did not long ago (see WOLFPACK OIF Pix).

4. In closing, I want to thank you again for your concerned interest in and dedicated support for your WOLFPACK Team.  As I regularly mentioned during our Family Readiness meetings, 3d LAR Battalion is a stronger, more capable organization because of its strong base of support from family and friends.  Lisa and I are very thankful for your active involvement in unit activities.  For updates about the deployment or upcoming WOLFPACK events, never hesitate to contact my Family Readiness Officer (FRO), Jillian King.  And as the Kurds say, “khwahafeez” (good-bye; literally: God protect you).






/s/







K. R. KASSNER
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