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CO

7 Jun 09
From:  Commanding Officer
To:      Families and Friends of the WOLFPACK

Subj:  JUNE’S NEWSLETTER
1. [image: image3.emf]3d LAR Battalion is currently scheduled to complete its entire 7-month deployment in support of Operation IRAQI FREEDOM.  The projected timeframe of our return is late October-early November.  Questions continue to surface regarding the battalion’s early off-ramping and redeployment home, but there’s currently no plan to finish our deployment before its originally scheduled end date.  If there are any changes to our timeline, I will immediately notify Jillian King, the battalion’s Family Readiness Officer (FRO), who will activate the battalion’s information network and tell our families.  To say the least, we’re all eager to reunite with our loved ones.

2. The WOLFPACK continues to distinguish itself in Iraq’s restive western Ninewa Province as one of the few maneuver battalions in this region still conducting combat and security operations on a daily basis.  Our extensive presence in this frontier of northwestern Iraq serves to disrupt the enemy and criminal elements that actively support the insurgency.  Not only are we aggressively conducting operations that target the enemy in our sector of Iraq, we’re also extensively working with the Iraqi Army, Police, and Border Police to further deny foreign fighters and terrorists freedom of movement throughout the western regions of Ninewa Province.  Our increased activity working “by, with, and through” the Iraqi Security Forces (ISF) is one indication of the many advances this country has made since the war began in 2003.  Your loved ones, many of whom previously deployed to Iraq, can justifiably be proud of their efforts—past and present—that have enabled the ISF to become an increasingly viable force.  Indeed, all of us feel a high degree of satisfaction when we partner with our Iraqi allies to combat terrorism and insurgent activity.  In addition to our combined operations with the ISF, the WOLFPACK also devotes time and energy training Iraqi Army (IA) soldiers.  To date, the training we have provided the IA includes advanced weapons handling, mortar weapons training, combat life-saving techniques from our medical personnel, and basic heliborne training aboard Marine CH-46 helicopters.  Most notably, Company D, through its remarkable efforts and close personal relations with Iraqi Army soldiers in Al Asad, has raised the bar high for all coalition forces on the way to partner and support Iraqi Security Forces.  Company D has been featured in many recent articles from Regimental Combat Team (RCT) 8 and Multi-National Forces West (MNF-W), and I invite you to read them and the other stories on this website about the WOLFPACK in the news.

3. To be sure, my pride in the Marines and Sailors—your loved ones—who fill the ranks of this exceptional unit continues to surpass expression.  In last month’s newsletter, I briefly discussed our expeditionary nature, which characterizes our operations in northwestern Iraq.  This depiction of our mission profile cannot be exaggerated.  Your Marines and Sailors work continuously in one of the country’s most austere and rugged environments.  The heat is rarely escapable; the shade is minimal; the sandstorms are constant; the terrain can be unforgiving; and the amenities are very few.  Nonetheless, morale and individuals’ convictions to perform their duty are remarkably high.  In some respects, working in this operational environment is a badge of honor for the WOLFPACK warriors.  Marines have a proud history of combating the enemy in some of the most inhospitable regions of the world, and the WOLFPACK is proud to add to our Corps’ rich heritage.  In addition to the challenges we face from the operational environment, targeting an elusive foe whose sole motivation is to terrorize the peaceful populace in western Ninewa and disrupt Iraq’s progress toward stability has its own unique set of dynamics.  Still, your Marines and Sailors continue to showcase their professional competency and determination to accomplish the mission.  With little concern for the hazards they face or the comforts they lack, your WOLFPACK warriors are committed to their tasks and maintain a sense of purpose in supporting the Iraqi Security Forces and promoting peace in this country.  Indeed, I’m honored to stand in the ranks among such great men.

4. Recently, Sergeant Major Parks and I introduced an award in the battalion that recognizes those exceptional Marines and Sailors who truly distinguish themselves while conducting and supporting daily combat operations in western Ninewa.  These individuals, who receive a signed Certificate of Recognition and a coveted battalion coin from the Sergeant Major and me, are dubbed Grey Wolves of the WOLFPACK.  In 3d LAR Battalion, Grey Wolves are those Marines and Sailors recognized by their company leadership as individuals who truly embody the aggressive traits, take-charge attitude, and hunger for responsibility similar to the characteristics of nature’s foremost pack animal—the Grey Wolf.  In the wild, the Grey Wolf is the dominant member of its breed and is regarded as a skilled hunter, survivor, and master of its trade.  Marines and Sailors in the WOLFPACK are recognized as Grey Wolves due to their leadership, professional competency, commitment to excellence, and loyal dedication to duty.  These characteristics separate them from the rest of the Pack and serve as a testament to the opening phrase in 3d LAR Battalion’s motto that “the strength of the pack is the wolf”.  Congratulations to those Marines who have earned this title.  We will continue to post on this website the names and photos of Marines and Sailors who receive this singular recognition.
5. Before closing this month’s newsletter, I want to personally thank our Family Readiness Assistants and all the spouses and loved ones who continue to actively lend a hand to Jillian King, our Family Readiness Officer (FRO), and support the battalion’s Family Readiness Program.  Your efforts are greatly valued and always recognized by me, SgtMaj Parks, and our warriors.  Without a doubt, the operational successes we achieve while forward-deployed are also attributed to the strong support network we have back home.  Our Family Readiness Program exists to disseminate timely, official communications from me and this command to our WOLFPACK families.  My Family Readiness Team and, in particular, Jillian also provide referral services about Marine Corps activities, facilities, special programs, and, of course, deployment readiness and support.  What enriches our program are the many activities in which our brides, loved ones, and families participate—such as Jane Wayne Day, the Marine Corps’ Birthday Ball, the Battalion’s Holiday Party this past December, activities for our kids, the “Walk to Iraq and Back” challenge, and the different socials that Jillian and the battalion have organized and hosted.  The most recent event was the camping trip and adventures at Indian Cove, Joshua Tree National Park, which was met with great fanfare and long-lasting memories by many of our WOLFPACK families.  I invite and encourage everyone to attend these battalion organized functions.  The strength of the WOLFPACK is not only derived by the Marines and Sailors who serve in it, but it also stems from the families who support it.  Peruse the battalion’s website, scan our calendar, or contact Jillian for details about upcoming events.  Drafting this newsletter from my sand-swept, “expeditionary” office in the middle of Ninewa’s blazing hot desert, I can’t help but think of this month’s scheduled ice cream party on 13 June back home at 29 Palms.  The thought of a few scoops of my favorite strawberry ice cream is visually scrumptious right now…not to mention refreshingly cool…Save us some for our return home…
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