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CO

9 Jul 09
From:  Commanding Officer
To:      Families and Friends of the WOLFPACK

Subj:  JULY’S NEWSLETTER
1. [image: image3.emf]Throughout this deployment I have seen multiple signs of victory in Iraq since first deploying here with 3d LAR Battalion in 2004 and then again in 2006.  The enhanced professionalization of the Iraqi Security Forces (ISF), the ability and willingness of the Iraqi Army in western Ninewa Province to plan and conduct combined operations with the WOLFPACK, the growing effectiveness of local political leaders to govern their cities and improve the civil capacity in their districts with the assistance of the Government of Iraq (GOI) and the coalition’s Provisional Reconstruction Teams (PRT), and a considerably improved security environment all serve to highlight the progress that has been made in this country throughout the years.  To be sure, the Herculean efforts of the Marines and Sailors of the WOLFPACK—your loved ones—as well as all U.S. servicemen and women who have deployed to this once war-torn state have advanced Iraq’s progress toward a sovereign, self-reliant, and stable country.  The blood, sweat, and, in some cases, tears that have been shed by Marines and Sailors of 3d LAR Battalion in Iraq have contributed immeasurably to the progress we see here today.  Our warriors can justifiably be proud of the successes that they have achieved in securing a productive future for Iraq and the Iraqi people.  Moreover, you—their loved ones—and especially those families of our fallen angels in 3d LAR Battalion can also take pride in your Marine’s and Sailor’s achievements.  The men who populate the ranks of the WOLFPACK or whoever stood in its formations are indeed America’s treasure, and it remains my distinct honor and privilege to stand shoulder to shoulder with them.  

2.  Another sign of victory in Iraq in 2009 occurred late last month when, on 30 June, U.S. combat forces transferred responsibility of security in the cities and towns in Iraq to the ISF.  The WOLFPACK’s five deployments to Iraq and the many contributions from its Marines and Sailors helped set the conditions for this historic moment.  Turning over security of the populated regions to the ISF in no way suggests that our mission is over; it does, however, showcase the crossing of another important milestone along Iraq’s path to sovereignty and self-reliance.  For the WOLFPACK, our combined operations with the Iraqi Security Forces to disrupt and interdict foreign fighters, their facilitators, and smugglers are on-going.  Since our arrival to the Ninewa Province and assumption of responsibility for this operational environment earlier this year, we have been aggressively working “by, with, and through” the ISF to achieve mission success.  Our mission profile has not changed because of the Security Agreement on 30 June between the Government of Iraq and coalition forces.  What has changed is a steady transition and increase in ISF-led operations.  Thus, we will continue to combine our efforts with the Iraqi Army and Police Forces; we will assist in their training and professionalization; and we will work to improve the governance, economics, and civil capacity within our area of responsibility.

3. In recent weeks, our efforts to build a stable, prosperous society for the people—Arab, Kurdish, Yezidi, Turkoman, or other—in western Ninewa Province have included a robust civil affairs (CA) campaign to improve the governance, economics, life-support facilities, or civil infrastructure in designated towns, villages, and throughout the local area.  These projects have included school renovations, road repairs, financial grants to small businesses, and the distribution of food bags to some of the more needy families in our area.  Indeed, the gratitude expressed by the people whom we help and those with whom we work in these economically poor areas and the smiles on their faces, particularly the children, serve to further motivate our commitment to enhance the civil capacity in our slice of Iraq.  As we drive throughout the battlespace, the kids regularly race outside from their homes to catch a glimpse of the Marines and wave their hands at us.  Their beaming grins serve as another testament of victory in Iraq in 2009.  Future projects for the local people include the repairing of a bridge that supports vehicle traffic to a major city where they can buy food, shop, and receive medical care; improvements to a local health clinic; the purchasing of additional food bags to distribute throughout the area; other business grants; and a public health initiative to promote the physical well-being of the local populace.

4. Despite all these signs of victory that I have highlighted in this newsletter and our on-going efforts to assist the Iraqis in protecting their people and maintaining the stable security environment, we will still face a few challenges throughout the remaining months of this deployment.  Nonetheless, whether those challenges include the austere environment in which we operate, the elusive enemy that we target, or the innumerable preparations we must make to eventually redeploy from Iraq, the mission-focus of the Marines and Sailors of the WOLFPACK, their devotion to duty, and selflessness in working to provide for a better Iraq will ensure that 3d LAR Battalion continues to achieve mission success as it has repeatedly done throughout its previous deployments to this country.

5. In closing, SgtMaj Parks and I continue to value your support and active interest in the WOLFPACK.  As soon as we receive confirmation regarding our deployment timeline and return dates, we’ll immediately inform Jillian, our Family Readiness Officer (FRO), back home so that she may distribute the information.  








/s/









K. R. KASSNER
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