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CO

1 Jan 2010
From:  Commanding Officer
To:      Families and Friends of the WOLFPACK

Subj:  JANUARY’S NEWSLETTER
1. [image: image3.emf]On behalf of my bride Lisa and me, here’s wishing you a very joyful, restful, and blessed New Year.  May all your resolutions this year endure the test of time—which for me is usually measured in weeks, sometimes days.  Nonetheless, it’s always been a tradition of mine to jot down a few extra goals to pursue during the upcoming year, and I work diligently, if not sometimes naively, to maintain them throughout the season.  Curiously, though, by the end of the year, the list is conveniently lost so that I don’t have to grade my achievements (or lack thereof)…Still, I’m ready to set my sights on a few new targets for 2010…We’ll see how it goes…

2. I trust that each of you celebrated the holiday season with great cheer and family fellowship.  For Lisa, our four ranch-hands, and me, we remained in the local Twentynine Palms area instead of journeying home to our native Texas, but our days were no less adventurous.  Indeed, with four boys under the age of eight, the word “adventure” only begins to characterize our days, especially as we prepared for Santa’s arrival.  The boys’ pure enthusiasm for the festive season is always contagious for us but, admittedly, their youthful energy sometimes tuckers those of us in the “over 40 club” out…Nonetheless, sharing several days of leave with loved ones throughout the last couple of weeks has certainly been a blessing for all of us, and we trust that your experiences were the same.  Whether you sat around the fireplace, completed some long overdue chores, spent hours wrapping gifts, watched as many college football bowl games as possible, celebrated a few family traditions, or just lounged around the house, I’m hopeful that your days during the holiday season were filled with peace and relaxation.  To say the very least, your Marine or Sailor clearly earned his well-deserved time off, especially in the wake of the battalion’s final deployment to Iraq, our unit’s continued support to the 31st Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU), and the management of the battalion’s daily business by our Remain Behind Team (RBT).
3. January marks the beginning of the battalion’s training calendar, as we begin to focus on individual skills such as weapons marksmanship and physical conditioning.  As each month in 2010 approaches, we will elevate our training focus to include small unit activities, company maneuvers, and eventually battalion field exercises.  During these early months, however, we will lay the foundation for future training efforts.  Also this month, we welcome home Marines and Sailors of the battalion’s MEU Platoon, which has been forward deployed to Okinawa and the South Pacific in support of Battalion Landing Team (BLT) 2/5 and the 31st MEU.  As these Marines and Sailors from Company A return to the battalion we will also bid fair winds and following seas to another MEU Platoon from the battalion that will deploy with BLT 2/7.  The WOLFPACK’s support to the 31st MEU has often been overshadowed by the battalion’s deployments to Iraq, but the mission of the MEU Platoon is no less important.  To be sure, our continued support to the unit deployment program (UDP) is strategically relevant, and the Marines and Sailors of these deploying LAR Platoons work equally as hard during their training cycles to prepare for these 6-month deployments…Sergeant Major Parks and I are incredibly proud of these warriors, as they serve as ambassadors of 3d LAR Battalion.

4. In closing, I would like to express my deep appreciation to all those personnel who worked in front and behind the scenes to make our celebration of the Marine Corps’ 234th Birthday such an overwhelming success.  No doubt the Hard Rock Hotel & Casino in Las Vegas will never be the same again as nearly 1,200 WOLFPACK warriors and their ladies descended upon that establishment.  Lisa and I had a wonderful time, and we greatly enjoyed meeting so many of you that festive evening.  Ladies, you all looked quite lovely; and men, well, let’s just say I’m impressed at how well you cleaned up, especially after spending nearly six months in Iraq’s desolate Ninewa Province.  From the numerous comments I have received and continue to receive about this past year’s Ball, it sounds like you, too, enjoyed yourselves and made some lasting memories celebrating the birth and storied history of our Corps.  But as the slogan goes, “what happens in Vegas, stays in Vegas”…I look forward to seeing as many of you as possible at this month’s Family Readiness Meeting, which is currently scheduled for Tuesday, 26 January.  Again, Happy New Year and Semper fidelis.








/s/









K. R. KASSNER
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