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CO

10 Aug 09
From:  Commanding Officer
To:      Families and Friends of the WOLFPACK

Subj:  AUGUST’S NEWSLETTER
1. [image: image3.emf]Dates of our redeployment to Twentynine Palms and, for Grappler Company, Syracuse, New York, are still somewhat fluctuating, but the battalion is scheduled to return home no later than mid-October, which is a few weeks earlier than our original deployment timeline.  Later this month we should know definitively the scheduled dates of our flights home, and these times will be disseminated by Jillian King, the battalion’s Family Readiness Officer (FRO), and posted to our unit’s website.  The dates that Jillian will announce later this month or early next will be our “official” return times.  In recent weeks, there has been much discussion and speculation of when we will return home, and I know that many of you have been receiving different times from your Marines and sailors.  However, I am still awaiting official confirmation of our redeployment timeline before announcing our return dates.  Once these times are set in stone, I will immediately relay them to Jillian.  Indeed, each of us forward-deployed to Iraq is eager to come home, and I’m certain you are ready to receive us.  Nonetheless, our mission here in Iraq’s northwestern province of Ninewa remains ongoing, and I’m proud to report to you—our families, friends, and supporters—that the Marines and sailors of the WOLFPACK continue to distinguish themselves in this war by helping to maintain a stable operational environment and enduring security for the Iraqi people in this province.

2. Conducting operations and training with the Iraqi Security Forces (ISF), which include the Iraqi Army, Border Police, and Police Forces, and preparing for our withdrawal from Ninewa Province and, ultimately, our responsible drawdown from Iraq remain our two primary focuses of effort.  Training for and with the ISF includes weapons handling, marksmanship, combat lifesaving techniques (first aid), basic small unit tactics, heliborne operations, and patrolling techniques, to name a few.  The purpose of this training is to professionalize the Iraqi Army and Police Forces, who will ensure the future stability of the region following our departure.  To be sure, the Marines and sailors who conduct this training for the Iraqis understand its importance and take great pride in contributing to and enhancing the professional development of the ISF.  

3. The training that we have been providing to the ISF since our assumption of this battlespace also supports the many operations that the WOLFPACK conducts with the Iraqi Army and Police Forces to deny the enemy freedom of movement or sanctuary in our area.  These operations include combined patrolling along the border between Iraq and Syria, the interdiction of smugglers crossing the border, searches of villages suspected of harboring insurgents, weapons, and munitions, and civil affairs projects such as the distribution of food bags, the refurbishing of schools and health clinics, the repairing of roads, and support for small businesses to help develop the local economy.  These civil affairs projects not only help to build civil capacity throughout the region, they also provide an economic stimulus to the region as well as deny any passive support the insurgents may be receiving from the local people, which seems quite minimal.

4.  The other principal focus of effort that consumes much of our time is preparing for our withdrawal from Ninewa Province and redeployment to the United States.  Better known as the “responsible drawdown”, the battalion has been posturing its forces this month and organizing its equipment for retrograde from northwestern Iraq back to the Al Anbar Province in western Iraq, where we will stage our equipment and eventually board aircraft to return home.  The battalion’s rock star logistics and supply teams have been burning the midnight oil ensuring that we seamlessly transition from conducting combat operations to preparing for our return home.  The Herculean efforts by the Marines of our S-4 team cannot be exaggerated, as they account for the task force’s gear, prepare and package the equipment for retrograde, and coordinate its shipment to staging areas in Al Anbar Province.  Given our two-pronged efforts of conducting continuous security operations with the ISF and preparing for our responsible drawdown, your Marines and sailors have been exceedingly busy.  Nonetheless, their many accomplishments continue to exceed all my expectations, and I truly value their many—mostly unsung and behind the scenes—contributions to the WOLFPACK and our mission.

5. Before too long, we’ll be returning home to all of you no later than mid-October.  Our excitement certainly continues to build.  Still, as professional warriors, we continue to focus on our mission to conduct reconnaissance and combined security operations with the ISF to interdict and disrupt insurgent elements and smugglers throughout our expansive, austere area of operations.  The mission-orientation and dedication to duty of all members of the WOLFPACK continues to enhance our Corps’ proud heritage and truly advances the legacy of our Marine Corps.  Thank you again for all the unyielding support that you provide to all of us.  Quite simply, your love, friendship, prayers, concerned interest in all of us, as well as the fantastic care packages you send translate into mission accomplishment for us.  Thank you again.

6. Lastly, before closing, I would like to proudly and publicly congratulate Major Russ Speigle, the battalion’s Executive Officer, for his recent selection by the Marine Corps to command the Marine Combat Training (MCT) Battalion at the School of Infantry (SOI) in Camp Lejeune, North Carolina.  Each of us in the WOLFPACK has been the benefactor of Major Speigle’s leadership, exhaustive work ethic, and commitment to excellence.  I couldn’t ask for a more dedicated or capable Second-in-Command, or 2IC.  To put his selection as a future battalion commander into perspective, nearly 1,000 Marine Lieutenant Colonels were screened for command, but only approximately 150 were actually selected to lead and mentor battalions of Marines.  I would also like to congratulate as well as thank his bride Wendy, who remains an instrumental and valued member of the battalion’s Family Readiness Command Team and, together with their three children, the greater WOLFPACK family.  Congratulations to Major Speigle, Wendy, and their kids.  







/s/









K. R. KASSNER
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