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CO

8 Apr 09
From:  Commanding Officer
To:      Families and Friends of the Wolfpack

Subj:  APRIL’S UPDATE
1. [image: image3.emf] Greetings from Sahl Sinjar in Iraq’s western Ninewa Province.  On 7 April 2009, the Marines and Sailors of Task Force (TF) 3d LAR assumed responsibility of their assigned area of operations (AO) from 1st Light Armored Reconnaissance (LAR) Battalion.  Indeed, the Highlander warriors of 1st LAR—our brother battalion in 1st Marine Division—ensured a seamless battle-handover to the Wolfpack, and I couldn’t be prouder of our team in preparing for upcoming operations.  Our mission in the Ninewa Province is to conduct reconnaissance and security operations to interdict and disrupt enemy activity throughout our assigned AO.  Given the expansive desert, farmlands, hilly terrain, and predominantly dried watercourses that characterize the landscape in our AO, the Wolfpack, as an LAR unit, is ideally equipped and trained to conduct operations throughout this region.  TF 3d LAR will also work closely with the Iraqi Army (IA) units and various Iraqi Security Forces (ISF) in this region to accomplish any of its assigned tasks.
2. Many thanks to all of you for the heartfelt sendoff you gave us at Twentynine Palms before we deployed.  Indeed, Lisa and I enjoyed seeing and talking to so many of you.  As a husband and the father of four little ranch-hands, I understand the emotional difficulties in saying good-bye to loved ones.  Nonetheless, I’m deeply comforted by the enriching feelings of closeness that each of you brings to the Wolfpack Family.  Whether you contribute one hour or several days to the unit’s activities or simply attend our organized functions in order to stay informed, you strengthen our team.  Throughout the upcoming months while the battalion is forward-deployed, Jillian King, the battalion’s Family Readiness Officer (FRO), and her many assistants will host several events for our families.  These include pot luck luncheons, crafts for the kids, camping adventures, and other fun-filled activities.  I invite all of you to join my bride Lisa, the Kassner ranch-hands, Jillian, and our devoted Family Readiness Assistants in all of these events.  For more information about upcoming battalion functions, please contact Jillian at 760-830-3167 or visit the Wolfpack website at www.i-mef.usmc.mil/div/3lar.
3. Currently, our battalion is scheduled to complete its entire deployment and return to Twentynine Palms in late October and early November.  I will immediately notify Lisa and Jillian if there are changes to this timeline.  As of the writing of this letter, there are no adjustments to our deployment schedule.  Also, during the upcoming weeks and months, I will periodically update my letters to you, as well as include photos of our activities throughout the Ninewa Province.  Stay tuned…

4. Thank you again for all your support.  Your devoted membership and active involvement in the Wolfpack strengthens our team.







K. R. KASSNER
� EMBED PBrush ���
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