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CO

26 Feb 2011
From:  Commanding Officer
To:      Families and Friends of the WOLFPACK

Subj:  MARCH NEWSLETTER
[image: image3.png]


[image: image4.png]


Dear Families, Friends, and Supporters of the WOLFPACK…
1. This past month the WOLFPACK celebrated the deployment’s halfway point with its traditional “Deployment Cake Cutting Ceremony”.  Known on our last deployment in Iraq as the Sea Service Deployment Cake, this tradition of mine began when I was a young, rifle platoon commander in 2nd Battalion, 5th Marines, and it has continued throughout my tenures as a Rifle Company Commander and now Battalion Commander in 3d LAR Battalion.  The purpose of the occasion is not just to celebrate the achievement of a milestone---the halfway mark of the deployment---but the event also serves as an opportunity for all of us to assess our individual and collective performances and goals during the first few months of the deployment, and then take the necessary corrective action to improve our efforts during the second half of the deployment.  Always looking for an excuse to share in some camaraderie with my Marines and Sailors, the “Deployment Cake Ceremony” materialized.  In previous ceremonies, the cake was designed to look like a Sea Service Deployment ribbon, which all personnel receive after their 90th day on the deployment.  This year the cakes were designed as replicas of the NATO and Afghan Campaign Medals the battalion will receive following this deployment.  Because our companies operate at different locations, we made several cakes this year and delivered them to the Marines and Sailors operating away from our main camp.

2. Since arriving to Afghanistan in November 2010, the WOLFPACK has maintained unrelenting pressure on the enemy throughout the southern Helmand River valley.  To be sure, our operations have achieved measurable gains in the advancement of security in Rig and western Garmsir Districts, as evidenced by the reduced enemy activity, the number of insurgents we’ve physically removed from the battlespace, the improved relationships we’ve achieved with the local population, the energized leadership of the district government, and the enhanced professionalization of the Afghan security forces due to our partnered activities together.  When combined, all of these advancements have greatly improved the operational environment throughout the southern Helmand River valley.  Nonetheless, our mission is far from over, as we focus on efforts to further drive a wedge between the insurgency and the local populace. 
3. This past month the WOLFPACK completed another battalion-sized operation to clear pockets of enemy resistance along the banks of the Helmand River.  Known as Operation BIG VALLEY, this operation capitalized on the success of LONE RANGER in January to sweep through the heavily vegetated areas in the river valley, looking for the Taliban, caches of explosives and IED making material, as well as stockpiles of drugs.  During this operation, the WOLFPACK unearthed multiple IEDs, discovered a few drug caches, and detained several suspected insurgents.  One of the hallmarks of this operation was the increased participation by the Afghan national security forces (ANSF) in the mission.  Their engagement in these operations not only advances their own professional competency, but it also showcases for the people in the region that U.S. and Afghan forces are clearly partnered in this war.  When SgtMaj Elliott and I traveled the battlespaces during this operation and joined our warriors in many foot patrols, we saw how the local populace looked favorably on the presence of their own military and police forces in the region.  As one border police officer commented to me, “Some day the children in these villages will be proud to wear the same uniform as I do.”  His pride in his profession was obvious.
4. In the next three months of the WOLFPACK’s inaugural deployment to Afghanistan, the Marines and Sailors of the battalion’s task force will continue to target the enemy, promote governance, and help to advance civil capacity and economic development throughout the region.  Indeed, these are difficult tasks to complete but, as evidenced by our progress during the first three months in Helmand Province, we’re achieving measurable gains.  Of course, our efforts are also positively influenced by all the support we continue to receive from our loved ones and fellow patriots.  Der manana (Pashto for many thanks) for your active support of “your” battalion and engaging efforts in keeping the morale in the WOLFPACK to such incredible heights.  SgtMaj Elliott and I greatly appreciate all that you do for our men.  As always, never hesitate to contact Jillian King, the battalion’s Family Readiness Officer, who will be more than happy to answer your questions or refer you to programs for assistance.  I also invite you to participate in as many battalion functions as your schedules and other life’s demands can support.  Jillian organizes many fun-filled activities for our brides and families back home at 29 Palms…All are welcomed to attend…Until next month…







/s/ K. R. Kassner
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