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CMC brings holiday message to the Wolfpack

Story by HM1 (FMF/SW/AW) Darnell Mason

Photos by Cpl. Michael Conant
COMBAT OUTPOST PAYNE, Helmand province, Islamic Republic of Afghanistan - Braving the large dust clouds and low visibility, General James Amos, 35th Commandant of the Marine Corps, and Sergeant Major Carlton Kent, 16th Sergeant Major of the Marine Corps, descended upon Combat Outpost Payne with a personal message for the Marines, sailors and soldiers of 3rd Light Armored Reconnaissance Battalion, also known as the Wolfpack, “Thank you.”

In a large gathering of Marines, sailors and soldiers in the battalion’s maintenance area, Gen. Amos explained to the Wolfpack that he and his staff came to Afghanistan to thank each member of the battalion for their service and sacrifice this holiday season. 
“We are here because you are here,” Gen. Amos said.  He passed thanks and holiday wishes from three senators who sit on the Senate Armed Services Committee, as well as President Obama, who surprised the Commandant with a phone call, while he was en route to Afghanistan.  “Contrary to what most people may think, the President of the United States doesn’t often call me.  In fact, this call was my first from him, and I was proud to receive it on behalf of all Marines.  The President told me to tell you all, thank you.”  

Comparing the increasing security in Afghanistan to the historical gains the Marine Corps achieved in Iraq, the CMC explained that because of the effort and sacrifices by Marines and sailors, who valiantly fought and served during Operation Iraqi Freedom, cities like Fallujah and Ramadi were once in the lead of the twenty-four hour news cycle are now rarely mentioned because of the security and stability the Corps brought to them. The Commandant further expressed how he has watched the security environment in Afghanistan change because of the unyielding service of Marines. “When we used to land at Sangin (a city in northern Helmand Province), we would have to run for cover to the combat outpost.  Now, thanks to your herculean efforts, it’s not like that anymore.”

In addition to his holiday wishes, General Amos and Sgt. Maj. Kent delivered a Christmas present of sorts to the gathered Marines when they introduced Chief Warrant Officer 5 Robert Brooks, the Gunner of the Marine Corps, who brought with him a prototype of the new Infantry Automatic Rifle, which may soon replace the Squad Automatic Weapon. For grunts like the Marines in 3rd LAR, the sight of a new, more capable weapon was a welcomed one.   When asked about his impression of the new rifle, Sgt. David Cram of Summerville, S.C., an armorer said, “It’s great.  It will make our job in the armory so much easier, as this weapon has fewer parts to maintain than the SAW.”

The Commandant and Sergeant Major of the Marine Corps also took time to present several Marines in the battalion with their personal challenge coins.  One of the recipients of these coveted coins included Cpl. Christopher Roberts of Columbus, Ohio.  “My Marines and I organized a static display of our LAVs (light armored vehicles) for the CMC and his staff.” Cpl. Roberts, the battalion commander’s LAV gunner in Jump Platoon continued by saying that, “It came as a total surprise to us all when we received the Commandant’s coin.”

Before ending their visit with the Wolfpack, Sgt. Maj. Kent stepped in to voice another message. “Take care of your fellow Marines, keep the faith, and don’t forget why we are a different breed.”  
Following the town hall meeting with the Marines, sailors and soldiers of the Wolfpack, Lt. Col. Ken Kassner, the battalion commander, and Sgt. Maj. John Elliott, the battalion’s sergeant major, escorted their guests to the airfield, where General Amos and Sgt. Maj. Kent boarded their flight aboard a Marine Corps MV-22 Osprey en route to another combat outpost to visit more Marines and sailors fighting and serving in Operation Enduring Freedom.
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COMBAT OUTPOST PAYNE, Helmand province, Islamic Republic of Afghanistan - Lieutenant Colonel Ken Kassner, 3rd Light Armored Reconnaissance Battalion Commanding Officer, speaks to General James Amos, 35th Commandant of the Marine Corps, about the operational environment in his area as Lt. Gen. Tryon and Brig. Gen. Osterman listen on. Gen. Amos later spoke to members of the battalion and explained that he and his staff came to Afghanistan to thank each member of the battalion for their service and sacrifice this holiday season. 
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COMBAT OUTPOST PAYNE, Helmand province, Islamic Republic of Afghanistan - In a large gathering of Marines, sailors and soldiers in the battalion’s maintenance area, Gen. Amos explained to 3rd Light Armored Reconnaissance Battalion that he and his staff came to Afghanistan to thank each member of the battalion for their service and sacrifice this holiday season. Before ending their visit with the Wolfpack, Sgt. Maj. Kent stepped in to voice another message. “Take care of your fellow Marines, keep the faith, and don’t forget why we are a different breed.”  
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