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Dear Marine, Sailor, and Family Members,

I would like to welcome you to the 3rd Assault Amphibian Battalion family.  3rd Assault Amphibian Battalion has a rich and storied lineage within the Marine Corps that goes back to such battles as Bouganville, Iwo Jima, Viet Nam, Operation Restore Hope in Somalia, Desert Shield/Storm, and most recently Operation Iraqi Freedom.  We will continue this lineage in Afghanistan and any other clime and place with the same professionalism and dedication that our forbearers did, and you will be a part of that history.  
While you are part of the battalion I will ask five things of you:  be mentally, spiritually, and physically fit; technically and tactically proficient.  By accomplishing these five goals I truly believe we will create a work environment where respect is commonplace, sound judgment and decision making rule the day, and there is no foe on the face of the earth that we will not be able to soundly defeat.  
Families play an integral part in the success of the mission here at 3rd Assault Amphibian Battalion.  We are dedicated to ensuring that families are taken care of and kept abreast of all that is happening within the battalion.  An informed spouse is a happy spouse and that makes your job of accomplishing the mission much easier.  Encourage your spouse to volunteer with the Family Readiness Program, and to participate in the Battalion’s Spouse Club and family events.  
Our Family Readiness Officer, Jack Schwarzel, should have already contacted you to introduce himself, or will do so soon.  He is a great resource and will provide you with:

· Official two-way command communications

· Information and Referral services for MCCS and other DoD family programs
· Readiness and Deployment Support
Jack stands ready to assist you with any need you may encounter.  He can be contacted at (760) 725-6438 (W) / (760) 429-4543 (C) or at john.schwarzel@usmc.mil.  Please also check out the Battalion’s webpage and newsletter at http://www.i-mef.usmc.mil/DIV/3aav/. We keep these current and relevant, so please check back often for upcoming family readiness events and information.

I have long considered 3rd Assault Amphibian Battalion my home.  This is my third tour with the battalion and it has an extremely special place in my heart.  I hope your tour with us leaves you with that same feeling.  
Semper Fidelis,

Daryl Crane

Daryl G. Crane

Commanding Officer 
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