Greetings from FOB Payne,
Over the past month the platoon has been hard at work with providing fire support to the 1st Marine Division and improving our platoon position. We have also promoted Lance Corporal Perez to Corporal, Corporal Vest to Sergeant, and Sergeant Pactores to Staff Sergeant. The junior Marines have been keeping themselves busy by working on PMEs and MCIs. In regards to physical fitness, MCMAP is at the forefront of our training. Currently, over 90% of the platoon has attained the rank of Green Belt. As for day to day operations, we continue to train for any situation that may arise in regards to HIMARS fire mission processing. Internally, we are currently working with the SEABEES, a naval engineering unit, to build decks for the tents that we live and work in. Weight training continues to be a personal focus of many of the Marines; two standouts are LCpls Myrup and Sharick, who have both made outstanding gains in regards to their strength. Earlier this week we tested all of our launcher crewmen on their knowledge of the launcher and its fire control panel, all passed with flying colors. In the upcoming weeks we are planning for all of the junior Marines to begin week long cross-training exercises which will require each Marine to learn the basic duties of their peers from different MOS’ to include the launchers, FDC, Comm, Motor T, and the Armory. We recently celebrated the Marine Corps’ 235th Birthday, for which the chow hall served steak and lobster tail, but sadly no beer. With the upcoming holiday season quickly approaching, the Sergeants are working on organizing a Thanksgiving Day football game with 3rd Light Armored Reconnaissance Battalion. If this does occur, Sgt Toledo promises a win. Lastly, I would like to thank all of the families and friends of 3rd Platoon for their continued support in the form of packages, letters, and prayers. The platoon’s performance seems to be linked to your support, and with the amount of support you provided my Marines with, it is no wonder they are all doing such a phenomenal job. 
Semper Fi,

1st Lt Sawick

Platoon Commander

FOB Payne
